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GOSPEL 

(Mk. 16:15-16) 
 

“15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation. 16 He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned,” Mk. 16:15-16.  
The “Gospel” is the word, I Cor. 15:1-2: “1 Now I make known unto you, brethren, the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye received, wherein also ye stand,  2 by which also ye are saved, if ye hold 
fast the word which I preached unto you, except ye believe in vain.”  From verse one we learn Paul preached 
the Gospel and from verse two we learn he preached the Word; thus, preaching the Gospel is preaching 
the word.  When then, in Mk. 16:16 we have the disbelieving and the believing, we understand it is the 
Gospel that is believed and not believed; or, it was the word that was believed and not believed! 
 
When there are those who deny the essentiality of baptism, they are denying the word of the Lord.  Mk. 
16:16 says, “16 ….. he that disbelieveth shall be condemned.”  Should there be those who do not believe 
the Gospel, or the Word of God, the end is that of “condemnation.”  This is a sad state - you cannot deny 
the Gospel of Christ; or, his word and be saved.  The conclusion drawn from the teaching of the Lord is, 
“One cannot be saved if he does not believe the teaching of the Lord.”  To deny the teaching of the Lord is 
to deny the teaching of Christ; and thus, be an unbeliever.  You cannot be saved by being an unbeliever!  
That is denying what the Lord himself taught.   
 
 
We are told, by the Baptist, that “one is saved and then joins the church.”  According to them one is saved 
and then joins the Baptist Church.  We are also told that baptism is an outward sign of an inward conversion 
– this is the same as saying one is saved first and then joins the Baptist Church, through  baptism.  This 
being said it can be seen that it is easier for one to be saved than it is to get into the Baptist Church.  You 
see, when one is saved he is not in the Baptist Church, something additional has to be done; and thus, it 
is easier for one to be saved than is to get into the Baptist Church. 
 
All of this being true, why would one want to join the Baptist Church?  According to them, a person is 
saved before baptism and entering the Baptist Church.  Why not just remain saved and not be a member 
of the Baptist Church?  If you are not a Baptist, you do not have to tithe, you do not have to live by  Baptist 
doctrine; thus, do not have to conform to Baptist Doctrine – all of that happens when one joins the Baptist 
Church.  According to this, the Baptist Church is imposing upon people a law, rules and regulations which 
are not imposed upon those who are just saved.  All of one’s problems begin when he is baptized and 
becomes a member of the Baptist Church.  This is not the teaching of the Bible; but rather the teaching of 
the Baptist Church. 
 
Contrary to the teaching of the Baptist Church, the BIBLE teaches baptism is “unto (for, KJV) the 
remission of sins,” Acts 2:38.  The Bible teaches baptism is a “washing away of sins,” Acts 22:16. The 
Bible teaches one is, “baptized into Christ,” Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27.  It is easier to be a follower of the Gospel 
than it is to be a follower of Baptist Doctrine.  Following the Bible will cause one to have the “remission 
of sins,” Acts 2:38;  following the Bible will cause one to have a “washing away of sins,” Acts 22:16, and 
following the Bible will cause one to be “in Christ,” Gal. 3:27.  I choose to follow the Gospel and not be an 
“unbeliever.”                                                                                                                                       Caa ….. 
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