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GENTILE – CHRISTIAN 
(Eph. 4:17 – Acts 11:26) 

 
Paul, in Eph. 4:17, is affirming, before the folks of Ephesus, those who had obeyed the gospel “Walked as 
the Gentiles walk.”  In this state the people lived as the Gentiles lived in the world.  When they obeyed the 
gospel, their loyalty was to the Lord and not to idolatry.  Instead of being a worshipper of God, they 
worshipped that which had been created, Rom. 1:18-23.  Also, there were those who had become 
homosexual, Rom. 1:24-27.  Beginning in Rom. 1:28-32, we have a listing of many sins with which the 
people of the world were associated.  “28 And even as they refused to have God in their knowledge, God 
gave them up unto a reprobate mind, to do the things which are not fitting;  29 being filled with all 
unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malignity, 
whisperers,  30  backbiters, hateful to God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents,  31 without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, 
unmerciful:  32 who knowing the ordinance of God, that they that practice such things are worthy of 
death, not only do the same, but also consent with them that practice them.”  This state is referred to as 
“the old man,” Eph. 4:22.  Paul states those who “walk as the Gentiles,  “12 that ye were at that time 
separate from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of the 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus ye that once were far 
off are made nigh in the blood of Christ,” Eph. 4:12-13.  This is what Christians were before they obeyed 
the Gospel.   This is why they are referred to as the “old man,” in what they were before they became a 
Christian – all that is to be abandoned!  According to Paul in the book of Colossians there is to be a 
“putting to death,”  Col. 3:5.  
 
When one obeys the gospel he is a “new creature in Christ Jesus,” II Cor. 5:17; all have become new,  
he is a “new man.”  What we were before, we are not now!  The life we lived before is not the life we 
live now.  Consider what our lives are to be like now, “8 ….. whatsoever things are true whatsoever 
things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever thing are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things.  9 The things which ye both learned and received and heard and saw in me, these things do 
and the God of peace shall be with you,” Phil. 4:8-9.  Peter stated some things to be added to your life as 
a Christian: “5 Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith supply virtue; 
and in your virtue knowledge;  6 and in your knowledge self-control; and in your self-control patience; and 
in your patience godliness; 7 and in your godliness brotherly kindness; and in hour brotherly kindness 
love.  8 For if these things are yours and abound, they make you to be not idle nor unfruitful unto the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ,” II Pet. 2:5-8.  According to the book of Colossians there is to be “a 
putting on.” Col. 3:12, “12 Put on therefore, as God’s elect, holy and beloved, a heart of compassion, 
kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering;  13 forbearing one another, and forgiving each other, if any 
man have a complaint against any; even as the Lord forgave you, so also do ye:  14 and above all these 
things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness,” Col. 3:-14.  
 
So, all of this, just to say: “15 but like as he who called you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all 
manner of living; 16 because it is written, Ye shall be holy for I am holy,“ I Pet. 1:15-16.  Also, “1 I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service,” Rom. 12:1.  Someone once said: “When the former 
friends come wanting you to do what you no longer do; just say to them, I used to but I don’t no more!” 
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