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“GIFT OF HOLY SPIRIT – LAYING ON OF HANDS” 
Acts 2:38 – Acts 8:15-16 

 
“38 And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
unto he remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,” Acts 2:38.  This passage 
shows Repentance and Baptism before the receiving of the Remission of Sin and the Gift of the Holy Spirit.  
Everyone who Repents and is Baptized receives the Remission of Sins and the Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
There is a passage in Acts 8 that refers to this idea (Acts 2:38) and is to be consider by those who are 
students of the New Testament.  “15 Who, when they came down, prayed for them, that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit:  16 for as yet it was fallen upon none of them: only they had been baptized into the name 
of the Lord Jesus,” Acts 8:15-16.  Consider the statement that “Only they had been baptized into the 
name of the Lord Jesus.”  These individuals in Acts 8 had been baptized in the name of Jesus and thus 
had receive the Remission of their Sins and the Gift of the Holy Spirit; yet, these folks had NOT received 
the Holy Spirit which was given by the laying on of the Apostles hands.   
 
The receiving of the “gift of the Holy Spirit,” and the Holy Spirit by the laying on of the apostles hands are 
two different things and that is what is being stated in Acts 8:15-16.  In order for them to receive the “Holy 
Spirit,” by the laying on of the Apostles hands, the Apostles had to lay hands on them first and as a result 
they would receive the Holy Spirit.  “17 then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit,” Acts 8:17.  This, received by the laying on of the Apostles hands, was quite different than that which 
was received, “Gift of Holy Spirit,” in Acts 2:38; so, is stated in Acts 8:16. 
 
In Acts 2:38 there was the Remission of Sins and the Gift of the Holy Spirit.  In Acts 8:16, there was the 
Remission of Sins and the Gift of the Holy Spirit – “only they had been baptized into the name of the Lord 
Jesus.”   Yet, there was something they had not received: - “the laying on of the Apostles hands; thus, 
the Holy Spirit had not been delivered.  They had the first but did not have the second.  It was necessary 
for the apostles to lay their hands on them before they had received this measure of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The laying on of the Apostles hands is also stated in other places, Acts 8:16; Acts 19:6; I Tim. 1:6; Rom. 
1:11.  The giving of the Holy Spirit in these passages is different from the “Gift of the Holy Spirit received in 
Acts 2:38. Through the laying on of the Apostles’ hands the gifts listed in I Cor. 12:8-10 were given.  The 
intended purpose was to guide the church in its youth – direction from heaven through these gifts!  
 
When the Apostles died there was no longer the ability to pass on the Holy Spirit, by the laying on of the 
Apostles hands.  This is the reason for the material presented in I Cor. 13:8-10, that all of the spiritual gifts 
would be done away.  Also, in Eph. 4:13 we have come to a full grown man,” – the word had been completely 
delivered.   This then becomes the reason for the Apostle Paul telling Timothy the time has come for him 
to begin to “study,” I Tim. 2:15.  They had come to the period in time that they could not depend upon 
inspiration from heaven (oral) it had all been written down and one must read to understand, Eph. 3:4. 
 
“15 So then, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye were taught, whether by word, or by 
epistle of ours,” II Thess. 2:15.  The “word” in this passage seems to have reference to the “oral” form 
and the “Epistle,” seems to have reference to the “written” form.  We have now come to the point of 
realizing the word is in written form and must be read.  This is what I have in my hand now, the written form 
of God’s word, “4 Whereby, when you read, ye can perceive my understanding in the mystery of Christ,” 
Eph. 4:                                                                                                                       Caa ….. 
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