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GOD GIVES INCREASE 

(I Cor. 3:6) 
 

“10 For as the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but water the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, and giveth seed to the sower and bread to the eater;  11 so shall 
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall not  return unto me void. but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it,” Isa. 55:10-11.  The knowledge of God 
has been expressed through those who are his spokesmen, prophets and teachers, inspired of God.  So, 
through the pages of the Word of God we see the expression, “Thus, saith the Lord,”  “God said,” “The 
word of the Lord came to,”  etc.  We are told by Isaiah: “it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I have sent it.”    
 
In the New Testament, we find a statement that is not absorbed as readily as it should be: “6 I planted, 
Apollos watered; but God gave the increase,” I Cor. 3:6.  God’s part in the spreading of the Word is: “God 
gave the increase!”  Many have been the times my brethren have let a preacher go; because, he was 
not productive!  It would seem to me my brethren have been whittling on the wrong end of the stick – “the 
increase” is God’s area of work!  I do not deny there are times when a preacher needs to be let go, when 
he is not doing his work; but, I also think there are other things to consider. 
 
For some reason my brethren never get around to looking at themselves and the work they are doing!  
Could it be there is nothing being done by the brethren and they are looking to blame someone else?  I 
believe this is called “shifting the responsibility to someone else and excusing themselves” from the 
responsibility.  I have often wondered if the brethren would be willing to fire themselves if they came to 
believe they were the ones responsible for there not being growth – these are never touched, it seems to 
be “holy ground.”  My brethren seem to be saying: “Leave this area alone!”  I know of places, where 
there have been many preachers who stayed only one or two years and they are gone.  Could it be that 
the brethren need to take a good look at themselves and ask themselves: “Are we, the brethren, the 
problem for no growth in our congregation?” I do believe it would make a difference in the attitude and 
work of that local congregation.   
 
Apollos and Paul are named in I Cor. 3:6 as ministers preaching the word.  According to II Tim. 2:2, every 
member of the Lord’s church has a responsibility to teach others, “2 And the things which thou hast heard 
from me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others 
also,” II Tim. 2:2.  In this passage we have “others teaching others” and this includes all of the 
members of the Lord’s church!”  I do not think it is improper for us to take note of what each and every 
member of the Lord’s church is actively doing.  It is the duty of each and every member to be an 
active teacher of the Word of God. 
 
I know there are, and have been, preachers who do not do their job; and thus, should be relieved of their 
work; but, don’t overlook the other possibility.  I feel this area has been overlooked for many years and 
deserves special consideration.  We do not have a “laity” “clergy” system; but rather, all have an equal re-
sponsibility to teach and educate the world.  Each member of the Lord’s church needs to take inventory of 
their life and give special attention to what they, personally, are doing to advance the kingdom of the 
Lord. 
 
Now, today I have meddled in an area that for the most part is untouched – brethren, take a good look at 
yourself and ask the question: “What am I doing to advance the kingdom of the Lord?”  Could it be that 
you need to take a good look at your life and what you are doing for the cause of the Lord?  It may well be 
that I need to make some changes in my life.      Caa ….. 
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