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“HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR” 

 
There were many responses, to my articles, written in 2017 and for this I am thankful.  I am thankful that 
you read the material presented; also, that many of you took time to respond.  It has been a blessing to 
me to be able to rejoice with many of you, from the good things of life; also, there have been those who 
left this life and passed to the reward beyond this earthly existence and with these we have rejoiced - 
those who have died “in the Lord,” Rev. 14:13.  May the Lord bless each of you who are interested in 
the teaching of his Word.   
 
 There are many things that originate with the Lord and we need to be thankful for these things provided 
by the Lord.  The necessary things have been provide by the Lord, food, clothing, good health, and the 
things that make our existence here on the earth enjoyable, Matt. 6:25-34.  We need always to remember 
the good things given to us in a physical manner, by the Lord.   
 
Also, the Lord has provided a plan whereby we can become saints, Rom. 1:16 – “The gospel is God’s 
power to salvation.”  We have been provided with “all spiritual blessings,” Eph. 1:3; we have been 
provided a “Father;” Jas. 1:17 and then there are those things in the spiritual realm provided by the 
Father of “Light,” I Tim. 6:16.  From a “spiritual” standpoint we note Jas. 1:17, “17 Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from the Father if lights, with whom can be no variation, neither shadow that is cast by 
turning.”  When then, we have time to meditate concerning all that is given to us by the Father, what is left 
to be said; but to say “Thank You,” - this is expressed in prayer, I Tim. 2:1.  Yet in all of this we find in 
Heb. 13:5, “5 ….. I will in no wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise forsake thee.”  With gifts like these 
and the comfort we have from the Lord, what else is needed? 
 
We have a book to lead and guide us through life.  It says it will, “17 ….. furnishes us completely unto 
every good work,” II Tim. 3:17.  Possibly the statement in Acts 20:32 would be expressive of this idea: “32 
And now I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 
you the inheritance among all them that are sanctified.”  The Lord has provided a book of instruction 
concerning how to get to heaven – all we have to do is believe and follow its instructions. 
 
We are to develop a character which will make us fit subjects for heaven.  All of the good qualities of life 
are referred to as “fruit of the spirit,” and should be developed as qualities and characteristics for our 
abode in heaven, Gal. 5:22-24.  Paul seemed to have this in mind when he stated; “1 Be ye imitators of 
me, even as I also am of Christ,” I Cor. 11:1. 
 
Is not this the reason for our being told to be “Holy?”  “16 Because it Is written, Ye shall be holy; for I am 
holy,” I Pet. 1:16.  Our development is to be of such, we will be like God – “in him is no darkness at all,” I 
Jno. 1:5.  We are to be in a place where there is a perfect God, a place where is a perfected people, 
and the place itself will be eternal, Matt. 25:46.  Many have been the nights that I would lie awake, during 
the night, thinking of what it will be like in heaven.  It is too wonderful for me to understand, it 
transcends all that I know and can think of; but, Jesus a perfect provider has gone to prepare a place for 
me.  I believe him and what he said in Jno. 14:1-4.  He said in Jno. 14:6, “6 I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  Paul’s words in Acts 27:25, “25 Wherefore, sirs, 
be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even so as it hath been spoken unto me,” is my 
feelings.  May I offer an invitation to you?  Come and go with me! Matt. 11:28-29.                                Caa …..                                               
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