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“HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF” 
 

Through the years I have seen this statement in books, articles, sermons and other places until it is firmly 
entrenched in my mind: “HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF!”  If my memory serves me correctly, the first time 
I heard this was in 1954.  All during these years of preaching I have been reminded of this statement – now 
it is 2014.  If my figures are correct this makes a total of 60 years I have been continually reminded of this 
fact.  
 
Sometimes, in history, error would come in a different form, but there was a common thread with everything 
that is false or untrue, it was opposed to the Word of God.  There have been arguments concerning the 
Sabbath Day – opposed to the first Day of the Week; I have observed arguments made concerning 
Institutionalism; There was a doctrine called 1,000 year reign of Christ on earth; The Lord’s Church, when 
it was established and its growth; There have been discussions concerning denominationalism;  There have 
been issues with the cults. The Lord’s Supper, Instruments of music, Tithing, The Social Gospel, 70 A.D. 
ism, the Deity and Humanity of Jesus, the Bible Class issue, Marriage and Divorce, the One Cup brethren, 
the Covering of a Woman – I really believe I could continue naming issues to the extent of filling this page 
full of nothing but false issues that I have been exposed to through the years of my preaching. 
 
I have tried to study all these issues and more; because I believed all of this would come around again, 
“History was going to repeat itself!”  Some of the issues were constant and it seemed to always be there 
and a threat to truth; then, there would be some of the issues that would fade away and after a few years 
return again.  Well, because of previous studies I thought of myself as being prepared to do battle with the 
Devil again.  Often I am asked about some question, the arguments made for that subject and the answers 
that need to be given and here come those old studies again and the old material is brought to light again 
and again because, “History does repeat itself.”   
 
The thing that boggles my mind is, of all these questions given, many preachers, my brethren, are not 
reminding the brethren of past issues and past battles – the end result is, they just do not know what to do 
or say when certain issues arise.  The days of debating seem to be over with.  I heard brother Foy E. 
Wallace Jr. make a statement in one of his sermons many years ago.  He said, “The denominations have 
not quit fighting, my brethren have quit fighting!”  Could it be he is right?  We no longer accost error.  
We no longer challenge the false teacher.  Someone has made an impression by saying: “Silence is 
Golden!”  I would like to add that sometimes silence is because we are yellow and are not willing to be 
a soldier for the cause of Christ. 
 
Does the New Testament teach we need to be prepared? – the only way we can be prepared is for us to 
live with the book, the Bible.  That way we can know truth from error.  I do remember I Pet. 3:15 saying: 
“But sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready always to give answer to every man that asketh you 
a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and fear.”  Many other passages could be 
cited to prove we are to study and learn the word; but, I leave that for your study. 
 
Should every Christian put on the armor of God?  To ask the question is to answer it.  Please consider we 
are to be “contenders for truth” and “soldiers” in the army of the Lord, Jude 3,  Eph. 6:10-20.  We are 
not teaching, nor are we training our young men to be able “contenders” of the faith, which in turn, will cause 
many to lose their soul. “History does repeat itself.”    Caa ….. 
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