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“HONOR THY FATHER AND MOTHER” 

(Eph. 6:1-3) 

 

“1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.  2 Honor thy father and mother (which is the 

first commandment with promise),  3 that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth,” 

Eph. 6:1-3.  This passage has, in the past, been a problem for me with the expression, “live long on the 

earth.”  For years I continued to wonder why it was that a Christian would “live long on the earth.”  At 

the time I was looking at this, I continued to remember many who were faithful that had short years “on 

the earth.”  It just did not make since to me. 

 

Finally, I began asking myself, “Possibly, my thinking was not equating with what was present in Eph. 6:1-

3.”  The first thought was, there is no land promise concerning life on the earth, during the Christian 

period; yet, there was a promise concerning a land under the Law of Moses.  They had been promised a 

land that was to be given to them; thus, there was a promise of land associated with the Law of Moses.  

 

There was a “land promise” given to Abraham: “7 And Jehovah appeared to Abraham, and said, Unto 

thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto Jehovah, who appeared unto him,” Gen. 

12:7.  So, you see, there was a land promise associated with Abraham and the Law of Moses.  When 

then, the Law of Moses became a part of Israel’s life, instructions were given for conduct when the land 

was possessed by Israel.  They were given the land; but, had to remain faithful to God to be able to 

retain the land, (I am not going to present all the passages that deal with this in the Law of Moses, 

realizing you know about this). 

 

The words of Eph. 6:1-3 have reference to that which was delivered in Ex. 20:12: “12 Honor thy father 

and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee.”  Notice the 

expression in the Ten Commandments, “that thy days may be long in the land which Jehovah thy God 

giveth thee.”  This has reference to the land promised to the Children of Israel and not to Christians of the 

New Testament.  Now, when I think of the passage in Eph. 6:1, my mind is taken back to the Ten 

Commandments and the promise that was extended to them.   

 

The possession of the land was conditioned upon them being faithful and continuing as God’s servants in 

the land, Deut. 28 – 30:1-10.  Now, I have a handle on the passage in Eph. 6:1-3.  God was telling them 

to be faithful to the law of the mother and father and so doing they would be able to dwell in the land God 

gave them and would continue to dwell in the land as long as they were faithful to God. 

 

Even though we do not have a “land promise” today, we do have a promise that if we will be faithful, 

God will bless us in the end.  “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life,” Rev. 

2:10.  The people of old had to be faithful to retain the land and today we have to be faithful to have the 

“CROWN OF LIFE.”    Amen.                                                                                                             Caa ….. 
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