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“HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE?” 

(I Cor. 16:1-2) 
 

This question came by E-mail this past week.  I feel it is a good question and deserves just consideration.  
The following are some thoughts concerning the matter.  The question is as follows:  “Would you please 
share with me how much a person should give in church?”  _____. 
 
I am sure each and every Child of God has asked themselves this question, many times.  Some have 
solved the problem within their mind and others are still thinking.  I trust the response to the question will 
be taken as given – without rancor.  I truly shall address this question from the standpoint of asking my-
self this question.  I trust you shall benefit from the material presented.  
 
“1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I gave order to the churches of Galatia, so also do ye.  
2 Upon the first day of the week let each one of you lay by him in store, as he may proper, that no 
collections be made when I come.” I Cor. 16:1-2. 
 
First:  One needs to consider the question:  “Has God commanded I give?  My answer to that is YES!   I 
am mindful of this passage discussing giving to the Saints at Jerusalem; yet, it was done by each of the 
members giving to the treasury at Corinth and this was done on the first day of the week.  The work of the 
church is in the realm of Evangelism, II Cor. 11:8, Phil. 4:15; Exhortation, I Cor. 14:4; and 
Benevolence, II Cor. 8,9, Rom. 15:25, I Cor. 16:3.  The funds collected for the church treasury may be 
spent in these three areas.  This we learned from the liberal brethren on the subject of “congregational 
co-operation.”  God has spoken for funds to be used in these three areas.  Each member of a 
congregation is to give as he or she “has prospered.” 
 

Second:   It would be proper for me to ask, “How much do I love the Lord?”  May I sight a passage of 

scripture?  “36 Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?  37 And he said unto him, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  38 This is the 
great and first commandment.  39 And a second like unto it is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself,” Matt. 22:36-39.  God comes first in everything!  This means, if I make $100.00 a week, I should 
first determine what I am giving to the Lord – many spend their money and think they will give to the Lord, 
on the basis of what is left.  If I followed this practice I could spend all of my money and not have anything 
left for the Lord! 
 
JACOB, in the Old Testament, Gen. 28:22, promised God 10% of all he had.  It is generally stated, by 
most scholars, that there was a 10% required under the Law of Moses – it really was more than this when 
all gifts are added together.   Jesus stated a thought worthy of consideration:  “20 ….. except your 
righteousness shall exceed  the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into 
the kingdom of heaven,” Matt. 5:20.  We should excel in our attitude and practice toward the Lord.   
 
I shall not tell one what he/she is to give – that is between them and the Lord.  I most surly can tell how 
much one is appreciative of what God has done for him, by his attitude in giving.  The one who gives 
much is not the best giver and it cannot be said the one who gives little is faithful to the Lord.  Here is the 
principle laid down for you and me, “2 Upon the first day of the week let each one of you lay by him in 
store, as he may prosper,” I Cor. 16:1-2. You must be satisfied with the decision you make!   Caa ….. 
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