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“HYPOCRISY” 
(Dissimulation, KJV)  

(Rom. 12:9) 
 

It is not uncommon for words to be used in the King James Version, that the readers of later versions are 
not familiar with.  Often in the King James Version you will see a word like “charity” which in later 
translations will be presented as “love.”  Also, there is the word “concupiscence,” which most 
individuals read in the King James Version, (Rom. 7:8; Col. 3:5; I Thess. 4:5), yet have no earthly idea 
what it means – it is an archaic word.  In 1611 A.D. it was a well-known word; but in 2014 it is unknown.   

As I approach the word “Hypocrisy” I am mindful of the word “Dissimulation” being used in the King 
James Version of the bible.  Rom. 12:9 is a good example of this.  From now on, I shall just refer to the 
word “hypocrisy” realizing these two words are the same.  I use the American Standard Translation.  A 
hypocrite is one who presents himself as being one thing – while inwardly - he is something else; thus a 
“hypocrite.”  Our word “actor” would describe him well.  These folks are not what they claim to be. 

In the New Testament Jesus portrays the Scribes and Pharisees as being “hypocrites.”  They are 
claiming to be righteous; yet, are far from being righteous.  This is described in Matt. 6:2, 5, 16 – “doing 
alms,” “praying,” and “fasting,” - They are doing all of this “to be seen of men,” 2, 5, 16.  They wanted men 
to think they were religious.  They did this to be seen of men and thus, had their reward - They were 
“seen of men.” 

All of these men were not interested in God; but rather, interested in “being seen of men.”  These same 
people are described in Matt. 15 as being men who say and do not.  Jesus presents to them a parable: 
“Not that which entereth into the mouth defileth the man; but that which proceedeth out of the 
mouth, this defileth the man,” Matt. 15:11.  Jesus proceeds to show these men need to clean up the 
inside - their hearts and minds needs attention, Matt. 15:17.  Because their hearts were impure and what 
proceeded from their mouth was impure, he calls them “HYPOCRITES!”  Matt. 23:1-33. 

The Lord says of them: “not lifting a finger to do the will of the Lord,” Matt. 23:4; “all their works they do to 
be seen of men,” Matt. 23:5; “ye serpents, ye offspring of vipers, how can you escape the judgment of 
hell?” Matt. 23:33.  All of this is like the apostle Paul calling Ananias the high priest, “God shall smite thee, 
thou whited wall: and sittist thou to judge me to be smitten contrary to the law?” Acts 23:3.  This same 
expression was used of the Lord concerning the hypocrisies of the Scribes and Pharisees, Matt. 23:27.  
In this passage the Lord said, “whited sepulchers.”  The custom seemed to be that of painting the 
buildings on graves white.  From the outside they look white and clean; but inside, they are full of dead 
man’s bones and full of uncleanness.  So, were the Pharisees and Scribes, they were hypocrites and 
that is what the Lord called them “hypocrites.”  

If we, today, pretend to be something we are not, the Lord would refer to us as hypocrites.   I must be 
pure from the inside out, to be accepted of the Lord, conforming to his word.                                 Caa ….. 
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