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“HADES” 
 
The word “HADES” (Greek) of the New Testament is the same as the word “SHOEL” (Hebrew) in the Old 
Testament.  It also should be looked upon as the unseen state of the dead – “receiving from the standpoint 
of death.”  When one dies he is transported to “HADES,” “SHEOL.”  Here the wicked and the righteous 
are kept till the resurrection of the dead – “Death and Hades shall give up the dead,” Rev. 20:13. 
 
The King James Version translates the word “SHEOL” from the Hebrew Old Testament as “HELL,” and 
does the same with the Greek word “HADES.”  In 1611 A.D. they did not recognize a distinction; thus, 
translated them “HELL,” strait across the board.  There is a distinction made between “HADES,” 
“SHOEL,” and “HELL.”  The first two is a waiting place for the dead and the second is the eternal place 
of the wicked, “HELL,” (Gehanna).  So, where “SHEOL” was, it became hell.  This is the problem In Acts 
2:27, 31.  The word “Hell” is reserved for “eternal punishment!”  So, in Acts 2:27, 31, hell cannot be the 
proper word used, referring to Jesus.  This would leave the impression that Jesus went to “eternal 
punishment!”  This cannot be true.  The King James Version has an improper translation: it should be 
“HADES.”  The American Standard Version recognized the word “hell” should not be used in Acts 2:27, 
31 and thus translated it “HADES,” which is a correct translation, (also, Hades in NKJV, RSV, NASB)  
Jesus did not go to “HELL,” he went to “HADES.”  
 
I suggest to you that you notice carefully the following passages, as we follow this teaching through the 
New Testament and establish the fact of “Shoel”, “Hades,” “Tartarus,” “Great Gulf,” “Abraham’s 
Bosom,” “Paradise,” “Heaven,” and “Hell.” 
 
A proper starting place should be in Lk. 16.  We have the story of the rich man and Lazarus.  In this story 
there is the Rich Man that died and a Poor Man, Lazarus, also died.  In Lk. 16:23, in Hades the Rich man 
lifted up his eyes being in torment and Lazarus, also died, and was in Abraham’s Bosom.  These two men 
were in “Hades;” but, were in two different places in “Hades.”  The Rich Man was in torment and Lazarus 
was in Abraham’s Bosom.  One of these men was in torment and the other was being comforted.  These 
two places were in “Hades.”  When the Rich Man wanted Lazarus to come and dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool his tongue, he was told there was a Great Gulf fixed and one cannot pass from there to 
here.  So, in Lk. 16 we establish the fact of “Hades” and there is a place of torment in “Hades,” and a 
place called “Abraham’s Bosom,” in “Hades.”  There is a place for the wicked and a place for the 
righteous; also, we establish there being a “Great Gulf” between the two and none can pass from one 
place to the other.  This all is gleaned from a reading of Lk. 16:19-31. 
 
Now, when you understand this, there are a lot of things that begin to fit in place.  Let me observe that when 
one dies on the face of the earth, he will either be righteous; or, he will be wicked and he will pass to the 
state prepared for each one respectfully.  There is a waiting place after death, and this waiting place is 
called “Hades.”  Death means separation.  So, when a person dies there is a separation of the spirit from 
the body and the body goes back to the dust of the earth and the spirit returns to God who gave it, Ecc. 
12:7.  It  is proper now, for us to continue with the thought of “Hades “as departed spirits, taught in the New 
Testament.     (continued …..)                                                                                              Caa ….. 
  
 

Carl Adon Allen  
1115 E. Houston Ave.  
Crockett, Tx.  75835 

(936) 544-3614 
carladonallen@gmail.Com 

 


