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(Continued from last week, # 3)  Paul speaks of this place and his desire to leave this earth and go to the death 
state and say, “it is very far better,” Phil. 1:23.  The contrast is between his being alive and being dead.  Life 
does not cease when one dies; so it would “be very far better.”  When a person dies he continues to live, “I 
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?  God is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living,” Matt. 22:32.  II Tim. 4:7-8, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept 
the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge 
shall give to me at that day.”  Notice that something is to be given him, “at that day.”  During the time we 
die and “the day of the Lord,” we are waiting in the state that is known as Hades, and we are waiting in 
Hades for “that day.”   
 
Jesus made a statement while on the cross that is worthy of consideration: “Today shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise,” Lk. 23:42-43.  From these passages it would seem evident, the thief did not expect his 
request be answered so soon – but it was answered, today!  That day Jesus would die, and the thief would 
die, and where Jesus was the thief would “be with me in Paradise.”  Since there was a place in Hades for 
the wicked and a place for the righteous it must be taken that the thief went where the righteous were, for 
that is where the Lord went.  The place is called,   “Paradise,” this would be the same as, “Abraham’s 
Bosom.” 
 
“Paradise,” is spoken of in Lk. 23:43; II Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7, and has reference in Lk. 23:43, to where the 
Lord went – HADES, Acts 2:27, 31.  At this time the Lord was three days and three nights in Hades.  He 
was not in the presence of the Father; Jno. 20:17, he had not yet ascended to the Father.  I can conclude 
then there is: “Abraham’s Bosom,” “Paradise,” “Being with the Lord,” as being a part of the righteous 
place in “Hades.” 
 
In II Pet. 2:4 we have, “For if God spared not angels when they sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
committed them to pits of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.”  You will note, in this passage, there is 
a footnote beside the word “Hell,” and it says at the bottom of the page, “TARTARUS.”  This is a Greek 
term, the only time it appears in the New Testament, it is used for the rebellious angels and signifies their 
being in a state of punishment.  So, it is to be connected with the “Rich Man,” Lk. 16:23, and where he 
was in “Hades.” 
 
When one stands and looks at these words and thinks of the state of Hades, he can see a “great gulf” 
between the “righteous” and the “wicked” – the righteous on one side and the wicked on the other side.  It 
is like Matt. 25, where the Lord said the “goats” who were on his left and the “sheep” were on the right.  
People die and there is prepared a place for them, after death.  This place is for the purpose of holding 
them until the “day of the Lord.”  When the Lord comes again, this place will be emptied of the righteous 
and the wicked.  Now we come to another point.  
 
“Death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them: and they were judged every man according to their 
works.  And death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, even the lake of fire.  
And if any was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire,” Rev. 20:13-15.  This 
is a distinction made between the “Book of Liife,” and the “Lake of Fire.”  In this statement we have two 
sides designated in an “Eternal State” – HEAVEN AND HELL!  Notice, Death and Hades will be no more.  
This is the end of the in-between state.  Continued …..                                      Caa ….. 
 

Carl Adon Allen  
1115 E. Houston Ave.  
Crockett, Tx.  75835 

(936) 544-3614 
carladonallen@gmail.com 

 


