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“HADES” 
# 5 

 
(continued # 5)  In Matt. 25:46, “And these shall go away into eternal punishment: but the righteous into eternal 
life.”  Now we establish the thought of “eternal punishment,” HELL.  This is the Greek word Gehenna, Hell.  
This is eternal punishment.  “And be not afraid of them that kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in HELL,” Matt. 10:28.  This is the eternal 
punishment for those who are not righteous.  The wicked from HADES are cast into eternal HELL!   
 
There is a text of the New Testament that we have not considered, and must be considered,            before 
this subject of Hades comes to a conclusion – I Pet. 3:19-21.  “19 in which also he went and preached unto 
the spirits in prison,  20 that aforetime were disobedient, when the longsuffering of God waited in the days 
of Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water,” I Pet. 
3:19-21.  Some have used this text to try to prove that Jesus preached to the people of the flood while in 
“Hades.”  I do not believe that would be an explanation of this passage.   
Should this be Jesus preaching to the dead, after they have died, then he would have been giving them a 
“second chance” and the Bible teaches no man has a “second chance.”  We are judged by “what we 
have done in the body,” II Cor. 5:10.  When one is in Hades, he cannot pass from one state to another, 
Lk. 16:26.  After we die, there is no other chance, we shall be judged by what we have done in the flesh, 
II Cor. 5:10. 
 
The question then arises as to what is being taught in I Pet. 3:19-21?  May I offer some points to ponder?  
First of all, there is a passage that tells us Noah was “a preacher of righteousness,” II Pet. 2:5.  So, 
during the days of building the ark, (120 years, was the time God allotted) we have Noah peaching and 
building an ark.  From the text, it infers they did not listen to what he preached; thus, only eight souls 
saved in the ark.  Another point to ponder is: these people were in bondage to sin.  Thus, we have Noah 
preaching concerning their practice of sin.  
 
Following then, the teaching of the Bible, Jesus, in the Spirit, went in the days of Noah and through Noah 
preached to those who were in sin.  Of all the people preached to, there were only eight souls that were of 
God - this is seen in Noah finding favor with God.  He, his wife and his three sons and their wives 
respectively, were the only ones saved through an ark – eight souls.  God gave the people of Noah’s day 
opportunity to be saved and they did not accept his gracious offer.  
This text, I Pet. 3:19-21, is not describing Jesus going to the Hadean world; yet, is talking about his efforts 
through a preacher of righteousness, giving opportunity for people in sin to repent and come to God.  Noah 
was a preacher who had no response, but his family.  I cannot but help think he was saddened about the 
response from his preaching, the message of God to man.                                              Caa ….. 
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