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“HAVE YOU BEEN CALLED?” 

(Acts 2:21) 

 
 

When I was in the fifth grade, at Gladewater, Texas, I was given a new testament by “The Gideon Bible 
Society.”  This little book was just right for my shirt pocket and from day one; I felt it was to be cherished.  
Many were the times, during lunch period, I would spend time just looking and reading the material 
contained therein.  Soon, I began talking to some of my school mates about the material in this book.  From 
the beginning I had the idea; this was a message from heaven.  When then, I was in the ninth grade, I was 
asked: “Have you been called to preach?”  At that time I did not know what they were talking about. 
 
It began to dawn on me; there were those who believe, “God calls people to be preachers!” My answer 
to them was, “I do not read in the New Testament of such a calling.”  From 1949, I did not know of such a 
calling and now, about 69 years later, I still have not found such in the Bible!  I have concluded, through 
the years, this is something men have created and is not a part of Bible teaching.  I can read where men 
are to, “Call upon the name of the Lord,” Acts 2:21; but not that God “Calls certain to preach.”   
 
In 1964 I moved to Mt. Pleasant, Tx.  I became acquainted with the preacher (pastor I believe they call 
themselves) of the First Baptist Church.  Each morning we would go to the Post Office about the same time 
and became acquainted – first name basis.  He announced on his radio program that, “God called him to a 
Dallas church and he was going, soon.”  I listened to this with interest and observed him saying his bye’s 
to everyone and moving to Dallas.  About two months later he was back in Mt. Pleasant, Texas, as if nothing 
had happened.  One morning I happened to meet him face to face at the Post Office and put my hand out 
to shake hands.  I looked closely and made sure I got a good hold on his hand shake.  I spoke to him and 
held on tightly.  I reminded him that he said, “God called him to a Dallas church, and I wanted to ask a 
question,” – things did not work out in Dallas and he was back in Mt. Pleasant.  My question was: “Who 
made the mistake about him moving to Dallas, was it him or was it God?”  He yanked on his hand 
and about the third time he pulled loose; but, he never answered my question.  After that he would not talk 
with me, I wonder why? 
 
The New Testament teaches, “14 whereunto he called you through our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,” II Thess. 2:14.  This is the way everyone is called.  Jesus extended an invitation 
to all men, “28 Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29 Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls,  
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light,” Matt. 11:28-30.  When one calls upon the name of the 
Lord, he comes to God, Acts 22:16: “16 And now why tarriest thou?  Arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling on his name.”  The calling on the name of the Lord is something one does and not 
something they say!  It is faith, repentance, confession and baptism.  When one does this he is “in” Christ. 
Rom. 6:3. 
 
From II Tim. 2:2: “2 And the things which thou hast heard from me among many witness, the same commit 
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”   When people of the first century obeyed the 
gospel, Acts 8:4 tells us, “4 They therefore that were scattered abroad went about teaching the word.”  This 
is a requirement for all Christians, not just a few.   Caa ….. 
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