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“HOUSE” 
 
There are many different words in the New Testament, and the Old Testament, that have multiple meanings 
and must be considered in the context to determine what is meant.  One will find this with the word “walk,” 
the word “baptism,” the word “see” and the word “hear.”  These are given just for the purpose of illustrating 
how words can have different meanings in different contexts.   
 
First of all, the word “house” a dwelling place, as is used in Matt. 8:14, “14 And when Jesus was come 
into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother sick of a fever.  15 And he touched her hand, and the fever 
left her; and she arose, and ministered unto him.”  There is also a “house” mentioned in Acts 10:6, “6 he 
lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side.”   Consider the fact of a publican by the 
name of Zacchaeus that had a “house,” “5 And when  Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and said 
unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for today I must abide at thy house,” Lk. 19:5.  These 
examples are cited for the purpose of stating, there is a “literal” use of the word “house.”  The literal us 
causes us to think of a dwelling place, a structure in which a family resides.   
 
It is important for us to realize there is another use of the word “house,” and this is passing from the literal 
use to a “figurative” use of the word.  Consider, “15 but if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how men ought 
to behave themselves in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 
truth,” I Tim. 3:15.  In this passage we learn the word “house” is used figuratively for the “church.”  We 
know this because of what the text says – “the house is the church of the living God!”  In Eph. 5:25 we learn 
Christ died for the church, “25 ….. even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself up for it,” Eph. 
5:25.  Jesus died for his house (family), or he died for the church.  The same thought is expressed in Acts 
20:28, “28 Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, 
to feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood.” From this we learn Jesus purchased 
the church with his blood, this is the same as “he purchased his “house,” “the church,” with his blood. 
 
There is another use of the word “house,” found in the New Testament, Jno. 14:2, “2 In my Father’s house 
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.”  Again we 
are taking a leap and using the word “house,” in a figurative manner to refer to the state of heaven.  In this 
text he is not referring to a literal abiding place, he is not referring to the Lord’s church; but rather, “to 
heaven.”  This is where he was going, “I go to prepare a place for you,” Jno. 14:2.  The place he went to 
was, “33 Being therefore by the right hand of God exalted,” Acts 2:33. The Father is in heaven according 
to Matt. 6:9: “….. Our Father which art in heaven.”  The Father is in heaven; but Jesus is at the right hand 
of God, so Jesus is in heaven.  When Jesus left this earth, he went to be at the right hand of God and thus 
he is in heaven.  When then Jesus said, “2 In my Father’s house are many mansions,” He was speaking of 
his going to “heaven” to make ready for the apostles to come and thus a place is prepared for them – 
”heaven” is the “house” spoken of in this text. 
 
So, when we see the word “house” we need to consider the context in which it is used and note how it is 
used, to discern the proper meaning.  As we read the word of God and give special consideration to what 
is being said, we are able to conclude what it is being conveyed to our mind.                                 Caa ….. 
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