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“I NEED TO BE MORE KNOWLEDGEABLE” 

 
 

When I began preaching (fulltime) in the fall of 1956, I heard many of the older preachers stating: “There 
are a lot of my brethren who do not know if Jesus was shot or crucified.”  This was their way of saying, “We 
have a lot of brethren that do not know what is going on, they do not know much about the Bible!” 
 
When I began preaching fulltime it may well have been the average brother or sister did not know as much 
back then as most Christians know today.  The times were simple and most of our people knew about the 
Lord’s church, about what needed to be done to obey the Gospel, and what the worship of the church was, 
the organization of the church and material concerning heaven and hell.  Then was added a distinction 
between Creation and Evolution.  The idea of God not existing came into being and a noted professor 
announcing to the world that “God is dead!”  There then was a need for most people to study the 
“existence of God” and the proofs that give credibility to his existence.  There has been added the 
“sponsoring church” arrangement; the “Social Gospel,” there was introduced what is called “Neo-
Calvinism” into the church.  Seventy A.D. ism was introduced, the Deity and Humanity of Christ has 
become an issue.  Then there are the ever standing issues concerning “MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.”  My 
point is, we have had many issues introduced in our society which few, if any, of our brethren knew about 
back then and this required a study of these issues and others not named. 
 
I have made mention in times past that I have feelings for those young men who are just beginning to 
preach and want to stand for truth – there are so many issues they have to get a handle on quickly; or, they 
will not be able to stand against the “wiles of the devil,” Eph. 6:11.  There is a great need for young 
preachers, older preachers, each and every member, to know the book and be able to stand for truth.  This 
demands of us to know the teaching of the book and to be able to use it in, “ ….. exhort in the sound 
doctrine, and to convict the gainsayers,” Tit. 1:9.  This demands we know how to use the Bible in opposing 
error, “15 ….. handling aright the word of truth,” II Tim. 2:15. 
 
In I Cor. 3:2-3 Paul says: “2  I fed you with milk, not with meat; for ye were not yet able to bear it: nay, not 
even now are ye able;  3 for ye are yet carnal; for whereas there is among you jealousy and strife, are ye 
not carnal, an do ye not walk after the manner of men?”  We are told in Heb. 5:11-14, “11 Of whom we have 
many things to say, and hard of interpretation, seeing ye are become dull of hearing.  12 For when by 
reason of the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need again that some one teach you the rudiments of 
the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of solid food.  
13  For every one that partaketh of milk is without experience of the word of righteousness; for he is a babe.  
14 But solid food is for fullgrown men, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to 
discern good and evil.”  The Lord expects each of us to learn from the word and make application to different 
circumstances as we walk through life.  We have a need for learning more about the word of God! 
 
In any and all ages there is a need for God’s people to stand and oppose error.  “10 Finally, be strong in 
the Lord, and in the strength of his might.  11 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil.  12 For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in heavenly places.  13 Wherefore take up the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, having done all, to stand,” Eph. 6:11-13. We have a need for learning more 
about the word of God!        Caa ….. 
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