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“AT THE BEGINNING” # 2 

(Acts 11:15) 
 

 
Our last article had to do with “IN THE BEGINNING,” Gen. 1:1.  We now take up at Acts 11:15 and 
consider a statement, “at the beginning.”  I am sure you will recognize these two beginnings refer to two 
different “beginning.”  The first is the “beginning of the heavens and the earth.”  The second has reference 
to “at the beginning” of New Testament Christianity. 
 
When Peter used this expression, “at the beginning,” he was talking about the Holy Spirit falling upon 
the Apostles, Acts 2:1-4. The Holy Spirit did not fall upon everyone, just the Galileans: “And they were all 
amazed and marvelled, saying, Behold, are not all these that speak Galileans?” Acts 2:7.  All of the 
Apostles were Galileans!  Please observe when this happened, Peter said it was “at the beginning!” Acts 
11:15.  
 
When Jesus died upon the cross he took the Law of Moses out of existence, “nailing it to the cross,” Col. 
2:14.  Another law was introduced, it was the “Law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” Rom. 8:2.  This 
Law is referred to as a “testament,” Heb. 9:16.  This “testament” is the “covenant,” for which Jesus died, 
Heb. 9:16-17.  This “testament,” “covenant,” or “Law,” was probated on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:14,  
“Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and spake forth unto them.”  The “covenant of 
Christ,” was introduced to the world!  It was to begin in Jerusalem, Acts 1:8.  This is why it is referred to 
as “at the beginning,” Acts 11:15. 
 
One need to be reminded that this was the “beginning of New Testament Christianity.”  Here is a 
beginning of the New Testament, Heb. 8:8;  Here is the beginning of the “Apostles doctrine,” Acts 2:42; 
Here is the beginning of God’s plan of salvation, Acts 2:38. “the remission of sins,” Heb. 9:15;  Jesus 
had said, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and truth,”  Jno. 4:24; so, it is 
the beginning of New Testament worship;  The beginning of New Testament Lords Supper, I Cor. 
11:23-26;  The beginning of a new type of giving, I Cor. 16:1-2;  New Testament singing, praying, and 
preaching had its beginning here, Acts 11:15.  Everything that a child of God does in Christ, had its 
beginning here on the day of Pentecost, in 33 A.D.  So, it truly can be said, “at the beginning,” Acts 
11:15. 
 
At his “beginning” there were about 3,000 people who obeyed this new doctrine, Acts 2:41; Acts 17:19.  
This number, the Lord “added to his church,” Acts 2:47, “And the Lord added to the church daily such as 
should be saved.”  Since this was the “beginning,” the first congregation was the congregation at 
Jerusalem, Acts 6:7.  As time passed the word went to Judea, Samaria and then to the uttermost part of 
the world, Acts 1:8.  Congregations were established in Judea, Acts 11:29-30; congregations in Galatia, 
Gal. 1:2; a congregation in Corinth, I Cor. 1:2; also a congregation at Rome, Rom. 1:7.  It is interesting to 
note that when Paul wrote to the Church in Rome, he stated: “Salute one another with a holy kiss.  All the 
churches of Christ salute you,” Rom. 16:16.  The different congregations referred to themselves as 
“churches of Christ,” in the first century – in the Bible, Rom. 16:16; that is why we call ourselves the 
“churches of Christ” today.  That is what they were called “in the beginning,” in the New Testament.  
 
Many have been the times I have been asked, “Who is the head of your church?”   I respond by saying 
“Jesus.” Eph. 5:23.  Then I am asked, “Where is the head of your church?”  To this I respond, “In 
heaven at the right hand of God!” Acts 7:55.  Jesus rules and reigns as “head of his church,” from heaven 
and we wait for his coming. II Tim. 4:7-8; I Thess. 4:15.                                                                        Caa … 
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