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“IDOLATRY” 
 

Man has always sought to produce something that he can see, hold, and have in his possession.  Idolatry has been 
the answer.  He can take what he has made, carry it with him, and at all times think he is associated with something 
superior.  Paul says, “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible 
God for the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed beast, and creeping things,”  Rom. 
1:22-23. 
 
HISTORY:  Consider the fact of idolatry as it progressed in the Bible:  Abraham was called out of idolatry, Josh. 24:2.  
Jacob took his wives, children, and possessions and fled from his father-in-law.  Rachel, his second wife took her 
father’s “teraphim,” with the intentions of being her God, Gen. 31:19.  Soon after leaving Egypt, at Mt. Sinai, the fugitives 
from Egypt adopted a golden calf as their God, Ex. 32.  God commanded  them, “Thou shalt not make unto thee a 
graven image, nor any likeness of anything that is in heaven above or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them; for I Jehovah thy God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, upon the third and upon the fourth generation of them that hate me, 
and showing lovingkindness  unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments,” Ex, 20:4-6. 
 
Israel repeatedly became involved in idolatry.  Moses, by God’s command, made a brass serpent for those bitten to 
look upon and be healed, Num. 21:4-10.  This brass serpent became an object of worship many years later.  They 
called the idol “Nehushtan,” II Ki. 18:4.  A good example of the struggle with idolatry is that off Gideon, Jud. 6,7.  This 
was a time for destroying Baal.  Solomon took foreign women for his wives, and they stole his heart away; hence, their 
idols were placed on every mountain and high place in the land of Canaan, I Ki. 11:1-3.  One should remember the 
efforts of Jeroboam, returning to divide God’s people, and ordered two calves of gold, one at Bethel and the other at 
Dan, I Ki. 12:25-33.  Please, do not overlook the efforts of Jezebel, working through her husband Ahab, king of Israel.   
 
Israel was taken into Assyrian captivity because of idolatry; Judah realized the same fate, taken into Babylonian 
captivity, because they had forgotten God.  Jeremiah taught them the reason for their being in bondage – idolatry.  
Isaiah delivers the same message.  The children of God must have learned their lesson; there was no more idolatry in 
the land of Canaan by the people of God. 
 
CHRISTIANITY AND IDOLATRY:  Little is said about idolatry until Paul comes to the great city of Athens.  Here we 
have two worlds colliding.  One, an ancient practice advanced by the people of the world, Rom.1; another, the covenant 
that is of Christ, he died for it to be a reality, Heb.  9:16-17.  This city represents the greatest that the world has to offer, 
a city full of idols; yet, Paul comes into the city and observing the many gods is grieved in his soul about the ignorance 
and stupidity of a lost and dying world.  Paul hopes those who sit in darkness,” will see a great light, Jno. 1:4-9; thus, 
preaches to them the Gospel of Christ, Acts 17:18-19. 
 
McGarvey says, in in his commentary on Acts, there must have been 30,000 gods, idols, in the city.  In an-other place 
it was said that it would be easier to find an idol in Athens than to find a man.  The point being made is there were idols 
collected from the ends of the earth.  Can you, with the mind’s eye, look at all of the idols in that city?  They were ever 
where.  Now, Paul has the task of teaching them the truth about the one God. 
 
PAUL’S MESSAGE:  Paul spent many days “reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, in 
the marketplace every day with them that met him,” Acts 17:17.  The Epicurean and Stoic philosophers invited him to 
present a formal sermon.  The message Paul preaches is approached both negatively and positively. 
 
The Athenians determined they would leave no gods out; so, they erected an alter to an “unknown god.”   Paul 
designates the fact, negatively, this is the one!  “The God that made the world and all things therein, he, being Lord of 
heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; neither is he served by men’s hands, as though he needed 
anything,”  Acts 17:24-25.                                                             (Continued next week)                               Caa ….. 
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