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“IDOLATRY II” 
 

(Continued)  Positively, Paul presents the fact of God “giving to all life, and breath, and all things; and he made of one 
every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed seasons, and the bounds 
of their habitation; …. for in him we live, and move, and have our being,” Acts 17:25-28.  We are off-springs of God; so, 
“we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and device of man,” Acts 
17:29.  After he established the fact of God, and our relation to him, he proceeds to show we are accountable; thus, 
there will be a judgment, Acts 17:30-31.  This is sure, and evidence is given to us that it will happen – “wherefore he 
hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead,” Acts 17:31.  This sermon produced 
results, “certain men clave unto him, and believed: among whom also was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman 
named Damaris, and others with them,” Acts 17:34 
 
HOW SERIOUS IS IDOLATRY?  God informs us that those who are in idolatry “hate me!” Ex. 20:5.  “4 ….We know 
that no idol is anything in the world, and that there is no God but one.  For though there be that are called gods, whether 
in heaven or on earth, as here are gods many, and lords many; yet, to us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all 
things, and we unto him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and we through him,” I Cor. 8:4-6.  
“What say I then?  That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?  But I say, that the things 
which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have communion 
with demons.  Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of demons: ye cannot partake of the table of the Lord, 
and of the table of demons,” I Cor. 10:19-21.  The idols are nothing.  They cannot talk, think, nor see; thus, has no 
affect upon one’s life.  The person involved in idolatry is associated with the Devil.  
 
ASSOCIATION:  Idolatry is associated with the “works of the flesh,” Gal. 5:19-21.  We are warned that: “They who 
practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God,” Gal. 5:21.  Paul warns us “Put to death therefore your 
members which are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry,” 
Col. 3:5.  “For the time past may suffice to have wrought the desire of the Gentiles, and to have walked in lasciviousness, 
lusts, winebibbings, revellings, carousings, and abominable idolatries,”  I Pet. 4:3.  Abominable idolatries? 
 
The New Testament teaches we are to “flee fornication,” I Cor. 6:18; it also, teaches we are to “flee idolatry,” I Cor. 
10:14.  Listen to Paul’s warning, “Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness and 
iniquity?  Or what communion hath light with darkness?  And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what portion 
hath a believer with an unbeliever?  And what agreement hath a temple or God with idols?  For we are a temple of the 
living God; even as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  
Wherefore come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; and I will 
receive you.  And will be to you a Father, and ye shall be tome sons and daughters,” II Cor. 6:14-18.  Idolatry is an 
“unclean” thing.   
 
GODDESS DIANA:  Acts 19:1-41 is a testimony of what can happen, when people give themselves to idolatry.  Cir-
cumstances were so bad the whole city was given to the practice of worshipping the goddess Diana.  They had 
developed the art to the extent that books were written, images were made, and the whole practice brought, “no little 
business unto the craftsmen; whom he gathered together, with the workmen of like occupation, and said sirs, ye know 
that by this business we have our wealth,,” Acts 19:24-25.  When convinced they were wrong, “And this became known 
to all both Jews and Greeks, that dwell at Ephesus; and fear fell upon them, and the name of the Lord Jesus was 
magnified.  Many also of them that had believed came, confessing, and declaring their deeds.  And not a few of them 
that practiced magical arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all; and they counted the price 
of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.  So mightily grew the word of the Lord and prevailed,” Acts 19:17-
20. 
 
There are so many things associated with idolatry that are wrong, it is said to be “abominable idolatries,” I Pet. 4:3.  
Such things as images, likenesses, or anything put in place of God cannot be tolerated.  The relics of the Roman 
Church, the images, statues, religious pictures, etc, should be avoided.  Do not forget that “covetousness is idolatry,” 
Col. 3:5.                                                                                                                                  Caa ….. 
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