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INDIVIDUAL OR CHURCH ACTION (II) 
 

This is the second article related to Gal. 6:1-10.  Be sure you read again the text of Gal. 6:1-10. 
 
Gal. 6:1, is teaching a faithful brother needs to be concerned about the unfaithful brother – “restore him.”  
Matt. 18:15-17 teaches if one has “ought” against his brother, he is to go to him and point out his error, if 
he hear thee, you have gained your brother.  If he hear you not, then he is to take witnesses with him and 
go a second time.  Should this erring brother give no heed to the witnesses, then it is to be taken before 
the church.  Gal. 6:1 is describing the first time one goes to a brother and at that point it is not before the 
church, which will come later.  So, one is able to see in this there is a distinction between the individual 
action and the church action.  What the individual can do the church can do, is not taught in this text! 
 
Gal. 6:6, “But let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.”  We 
are told, “If this is not church action, a preacher has no right to receive support from a church!”  This passage 
is not teaching church support of preachers, it is teaching “individual support.”  I do not use this passage 
for church support of preachers, that is designated in II Cor. 11:8 and Phil. 4:15.  The passage in Gal. 6:6 
is not authorizing “church support” of preachers; but rather, “individual support” of those who are 
teaching the word.  The taught supports the teacher!  The old argument of “What the individual can do the 
church can do also, is not proved from this text.  
 
Gal. 6:10 is important to those who want alien support from the church treasury; because, this idea cannot 
be found elsewhere – “all men.”  They then take this and note that it is to the “alien” and thus the church 
can do what the individual can do; so, the church can assist those who are not members of the church.  
What they are affirming, they need to prove - that the church can do what the individual can do.  This 
passage is conceded as being to the individual; because, they have to make the argument, “What the 
individual can do the church can do.”  This passage is individual action and is shown to be such.  The 
argument that, “What the individual can do, the church can do must be proved elsewhere!”  
 
II Cor. 9:13 is used to make an effort to show the benevolence of the church is “unlimited,” to the alien.  
In II Cor. 8:4 “saints” are designated.  In II Cor. 9:1 “saints” are designated.  In II Cor. 9:12 “saints” are 
designated.  The context of this setting designates those being helped as “saints.”  Why then, would one 
want to take, v. 13, and make “them and unto all,” to mean “aliens?”  Did Paul not tell the truth?  This text, 
v. 13 is simply saying, “any and all others of like kind would be helped.” That is, those who are “saints.”  
How could one argue it is saint and sinner, when the text says “saint?” 
 
It is indeed strange, there are those who will withhold truth, change and altar truth and yet feel no injustice 
being done to the word of God.  We all need to remember what Peter said about Paul and what some have 
done with his writings; II Pet. 3:15-17, “And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as 
our beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom given to him, wrote unto you;  16 as also in all his 
epistles, speaking in them of these things; wherein are some things hard to be understood, which the 
ignorant and unstedfast wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.  17 Ye 
therefore, beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware lest, being carried away with the error of the 
wicked, ye fall from your own stedfastness.”                                             Caa ….. 
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