
 

 

“JAMES WILSON: A ‘BUILDER’ FOR CHRIST” 
 

Dad’s mom, Mineola, carried him to ‘brush arbor’ congregations of Christ in his youth.  
Having obeyed the Gospel, he began to show interest in preaching the Gospel, in 
addition to his work as a carpenter in the Houston area.  
 
Married to Mom and beginning a family, he first began preaching at a small country con-
gretation, Fordtran, Texas.  Warned by the leaders not to preach a certain lesson of 
truth, he did anyway and was promptly fired from his first work! 
 
Dad worked with men such a Chesley Stevens in preaching there in south Texas, and 
our families became lifelong friends.  He worked with black preachers such as Marshal 
Keeble, long before this was considered ‘common practice’.  He learned the viral work 
of debating in defending truth from such as brothers Elmore Moore and Carl Allen.   
 
Dad built several worship houses for small works of Christ, such as in Palestine,  
Athens, Paris and in Libby, Texas.  Dad and Mom moved quite a bit, covering ground 
from south Texas to southern Missouri.   
 
As brother Fontenot stated at the funeral, “Dad enjoyed working with small conger-
gations and building them up in number and in faith.”  His preaching style was strong 
and stronger! 
 
Never bashful about defending the truth, He debated several times throughout the 
southwest.  He had a keen eye for seeing patterns or ‘parallels’ in God’s word, and 
although mostly ‘self-educated’, could readily get to the heart of any spiritual matter. 
 
His zeal for Christ was readily seen, his strength will be sorely missed.  It was his 
greatest desire that those with whom he worshipped, would ‘carry on’ in this great 
spiritual battle for the souls of men. 
 
“The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, none consider 
that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.  2 He shall enter into peace …..”,  Isa. 57:1-2.                                                                                          
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