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“JESUS HAS ONE CHURCH” 
(Matt. 16:18) 

 
Jesus said in Matt. 16:18, “And I also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hades shall not prevail against it.”  A careful reading of this passage will disclose 
the fact of their being only one church.  Jesus said, “I will build my church;” he did not say “churches,” 
but church.  Since Jesus did not build churches, but church, your mind will then take you to who did the 
building?  Jesus was the builder.  The builder was Jesus - One builder, One church. 
 
“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as also ye were called in one hope of your calling;  5 one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all,” Eph. 4:4-
6.  In this text we have seven one’s.  There are many, in the world who will tell you the ones do not mean 
one; yet, Paul presents it as a fact.  One baptism, not two; one faith, not many faiths, one hope, not 
many hopes, etc.  When this passage presents the fact of there being only “one body,” you can count on 
it. 
 
In Eph. 1:22-23 we find the following: “22 and he put all things in subjection under his feet, and gave him 
to be head over all things to the church,  23 which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.”  
The church and the body are the same people; but Paul had said in Eph. 4:5, “there is one body,”  
Since Paul defines the church and the body as being the same and there is only “one body,” this then 
means there is only one church!  From this information we glean the fact of there being only one Church.   
 
Paul would not allow the church to be called by some human beings name: “11 For it hath been signified 
unto me concerning you, my brethren, by them that are of the household of Chole, that there are 
contentions among you.  12 Now this I mean, that each one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I am of 
Apolllos; and I am of Cephas and I of Christ.  13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were ye 
baptized into the name of Paul?” I Cor. 1:11-13. The reasons for the church not being called after men is: 
(1) Was Paul crucified for you?  Your answer would be no.  (2) Were you baptized in the name of Paul?  
Your answer would be no?  The same questions could be added concerning Apollos, and the same 
questions concerning Peter and the same answers would be given.  If it was wrong for the church to be 
named after men in the first century, why is it right for the church to be named after men in the twenty-
first century? 
 
Now, when one asked these questions concerning Jesus: (1) Was he crucified for you?  The answer 
would be “Yes!” (2)  Were you baptized in the name of Jesus?  The answer would be “Yes!”  So we are to 
call ourselves after the name of Christ; because, we are his church – he caused us to come into 
existence.  Paul declares we were purchased by the blood of Christ because he loved his people and 
died for them, Acts 20:28:  “feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood.”  This is 
why in the New Testament the Lords church is called the “Church of Christ,” Rom. 16:16. 
 
When Peter was discussing the Church and that Christ died for it, he expressed it this way: “Knowing that 
ye were redeemed, not with the corruptible things, with silver or gold, from your vain manner of life 
handed down from your fathers;  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot, even the blood of Christ:  20 who was foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifested at the end of the times for your sake,” I Pet. 1:18-20.  Jesus loved the church he built and 
gave himself for it – he died for it.  The church belongs to Jesus.  One church, one Jesus!             Caa …..  
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