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“JUDGE NOT?” 

(Matt. 7:1-5) 
 

“1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.  2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured unto you.  3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy 
brothers eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?  4 Or how wilt thou say to thy 
brother, Let me cast out the mote out of thine eye and lo, the beam is in thine own eye?  5 Thou 
hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the 
mote of thy brother’s eye,” Matt. 7:1-5. 
 
Those of us who are preachers of the Gospel of Christ have heard many times this statement: “Judge 
not!”  When the people of the world make this statement, we can understand their misconception of Matt. 
7:1-5.  But, when you have brethren make such a statement, it is a sad commentary upon their 
scholarship, especially fellow preachers.  Several years ago I had written some material concerning a 
fellow preacher and had a semiprivate meeting with him.  In this meeting he made the same argument – 
you have “judged me.”  I had to explain the meaning of Matt. 7:1-5 – he did not accept it; but, continued 
to make the same denominational argument to me.  This was sad to experience. 
 
The New Testament does teach we are to “judge:”  “24 Judge not according to appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment,” Jno. 7:24.  Also, in I Cor. 6:5, “5 I say this to move you to shame, What, cannot 
there be found among you one wise man who shall be able to decide between his brethren,  6 but brother 
goeth to law with brother, and that before unbelievers?”  Note the King James Version uses the word     
“judge” in this text, in place of “decide.”  It is also stated in this context, I Cor. 6:3, “3 Know ye not that 
we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life?”  So, the New Testament does 
teach we are to judge.  This is true during the LAW OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS!  
 
The very passage that many folks teach we are not to judge, teaches we are to judge!  Notice verse five 
in the text we are talking about, Matt. 7:1-5: “5 Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brothers eye.”  It is interesting that the 
very context that teaches us not to judge also teaches us to judge.  If one is laden with sin, he needs to 
clean out from around his own back door; before he begins dealing with his brothers sins.  After he 
purges himself and cleans his own life up, now he can see clearly how to deal with his brother’s sins.  So, 
this passage is teaching us to judge; but, do so in a right manner – “righteous judgments.”  All of the 
denominational folks, who make this argument, are wrong and so are my brethren when they make the 
same argument.  It is just as wrong for my brethren to make the argument as it is for the denominational 
folks to make the argument.  RIGHT? 
 
There are those, among my brethren, who will make this argument when it is to their advantage; but, this 
is dishonesty.  When this man makes such an argument; now, his character is questioned.  He is taking 
the position – when it is to my advantage I will use the New Testament in an unethical manner to justify 
my actions.  Peter stated this in II Pet 3:15-17, “15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is 
salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom given to him, wrote unto you; 
16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; wherein are some things hard to be 
understood, which the ignorant and unsteadfast wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own 
destruction.  17 Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware lest, being carried away 
with the error of the wicked, ye fall from your own steadfastness,”  Some of my preaching brethren need 
to learn this lesson:  one can lose his soul by mishandling the scriptures!  The text of II Pet. 3:15-17 
says, when a person does this he is: “in error, ignorant and unsteadfast.”  Enough said.           Caa ….. 
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