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“JAS. 1:27” 
 
“Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world,” Jas. 1:27.  This passage has been used 
extensively in making an effort to show the church and the individual have a common responsibility.  Our 
position has been, this passage is a requirement to an individual and not to the church; thus, the church’s 
responsibility is not equal to the individual’s responsibility.   
 
James 1:19-27 is speaking to individual people: A man, v. 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26; Oneself, v. 22, 26, 27; 
Anyone, v. 23; Your souls, v. 21.  This listing, and many more from text, can give testimony to the fact 
that the text is addressing individuals and not the church collectively.  
 
Some of our brethren want to place the individual responsibility parallel to that of congregational 
responsibility – it will not work.  Do you remember a statement made in Jas. 1:27, cited above – “and keep 
oneself unspotted from the world?”  My brethren want the care of widows and the care of orphans to be in 
the text; thus, the church can pay someone to take care of them for the church – Orphan Homes and 
Widows Homes.  If this be true, can the individual pay someone to live the Christian life for him?  The last 
part of verse 27 says: “keep oneself unspotted from the world.”  If according to them, the church can pay 
someone to take care of the orphans and widows; then it stands to reason, the individual can pay someone 
to live the Christian life for him.  This passage explodes in the face of those who would make the passage 
both church and individual.  This passage is not a requirement to the church; but rather to the individual.   
 
The passage teaches one is to “visit” the widow and the orphan.  To “visit” is to look upon to see of help 
is needed.  W. E. Vine gives this definition “to inspect to look upon, care for.”  The idea is simple, the 
individual is to go and see if there is a need and do what they can to relieve that need.  The same would 
be said concerning the widows and orphans.  The widows and orphans are to be cared for by the individual. 
 
The assumption made by my liberal brethren is that the widows of Jas. 1:27 are the same as the widows 
of I Tim. 5:3-10.  If this is true in Jas. 1:27, then the only widows that can be “enrolled by the church are 
those who are “widows indeed!”  Would my erring brethren take the position that only those who are 
“three score years old, wife of one man, well reported for good works; if she hath brought up children, if she 
hath used hospitality to strangers, if she hath washed saints feet, if she hath relieved the afflicted, if she 
hath diligently followed every good work?”  It would seem what proves too much, proves too little?  My 
brethren would not want a “widow’s home,” with such restrictions. 
 
The truth of this passage is: it relates to the individual and to the individual alone.  The individual is to 
attend to the needs of the widows and orphans.  The urgency of some try and make true the thought of 
“what the individual can do the church can do,” they try to press passages to mean what is not intended by 
the Holy Spirit.  To show that “what the individual can do the church can do,” is false.  I appeal to Eph. 5:25 
which states, “Husbands love your wives.”  Can the whole church love my wife?  Enough said!    Caa ….. 
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