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“JOHN THE BAPTIST” 
 

John the Baptizer was foretold in Prophecy, Isa, 40:3-5: “3 The voice of one that crieth, Prepare ye in the 
wilderness the way of Jehovah; make level in the desert a highway for our God.  4 Every valley shall be 
exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low; and the uneven shall be made level, and the rough 
places a plain:  5 and the glory of Jehovah shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the 
mouth of Jehovah hath spoken it.”  This prophecy is quoted in Matt. 3:3-5, Lk. 4:3-6, to show his ministry, 
as one announcing the coming of the Lord, was from God. 
 
John was a baptizer in water, Jno. 3:23, “And John also was baptizing in Enon near to Salim, because there 
was much water there.”   The word “baptizer” simply means, “one who is immersing in water.”  The fact that 
John is referred to as a baptizer, Mk. 6:14, does not mean he was associated with a modern religion known 
as the Baptist Church.  The Baptist Church had not had it’s beginning at the time of John and thus, he could 
not have been a member.  History records the fact of the Baptist Church having begun by one John Smythe, 
of Holland, who began that religious movement in 1607 A.D.   John the Baptist was simply a “baptizer” and 
thus referred to as “John the Baptist,” Matt. 14:2, etc.  This term is used only of John and refers to his 
baptizing in water.  W. E. Vines points out that the word is used 14 times in the four accounts of Jesus’ life 
and always has reference to John the baptizer.   
 
John the Baptist preached a baptism of Repentance, “Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” 
Matt. 3:4.  According to Matt 3:7-8, “7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 
his baptism, he said unto them, Ye offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8 
Bring forth therefore fruit worthy of repentance.”  Should you be looking at Lk. 3:8-14, You will note, “8 Bring 
forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to 
our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.  9 And 
even now the ax also lieth at the root of the trees: every tree therefore that bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down, and cast into the fire.  10 And the multitudes asked him, saying, What then must we do?  11 
And he answered and said unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and he 
that hath food, let him do likewise.  12 And there came also publicans to be baptized, and they said unto 
him, Teacher, what must we do?  13 And he said to them, Extort no more than that which is appointed you.  
14 And soldiers also asked him, saying, And we, what must we do? And he said unto them, Extort from 
no man by violence, nether accuse any one wrongfully; and be content with your wages.”  All of these that 
John was preaching to could be classified as Jews, and the word of the Lord said, “And as the people were 
in expectation,” Lk. 3:15.  I would understand they were expecting the Christ, the Messiah, Jno. 4:25. 
 
John was hard hitting and direct to the point.  He referred to these Jews as being “offspring of vipers!”  
This type of preaching seemed to be a breath of fresh air for, “There went out unto him all the country of 
Judea, and all they of Jerusalem; and they were baptized of him in the river Jordan,” Mk. 1:5.  His being a 
relentless preacher is illustrated by his condemning Herod the tetrarch - his marriage: “It is not lawful for 
thee to have her,” Matt. 14:4 – John condemned Herod’s marriage.  
 
His preaching caused him to be put to death, Matt. 14:1-12; Lk. 3:18-22; Mk. 6:14-29; thus he became a 
martyr because of his preaching.  Continued next week …..                                                     Caa ….. 
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