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JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA 

(Matt. 27:57-59;  MK. 15:43-46;  Lk. 23;50-53;  Jno. 19:38-42) 
 

When I first began considering “Joseph of Arimathea,” the only thing I thought of was: “This is the man 
that asked for the body of Jesus and buried Jesus in his own tomb!”  Now, a few years later I am 
interested in sharing the teaching of the New Testament with my readers – I feel you shall feel as I did, 
there just seemed to be more said about him than I knew.  Matt. 27:57-60. “57 And when even was come, 
there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ disciple:  58 this 
man went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate commanded it to be given up.  59 And 
Joseph took the body, and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,  60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he 
had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb, and departed.”  Each writer 
of the gospel of Christ states, concerning Joseph and then just leaves him, “and he departed!”  This 
seems to be all that is said of this great man.  
 
These four texts reveal this concerning who the man, Joseph of Arimathea, was.  Arimathea is supposed 
to be Northwest of Jerusalem.  The cite, of Arimathea, has not been found; nor has it been identified; 
thus, it seems to have been either in Dan, Benjamin; or possibly in Ephraim. This is stated as being “a 
city of the Jews,” Lk. 23:51.  The people, during the time of Christ would have known exactly where it 
was!  
 
These four texts reveal this concerning who the man, Joseph of Arimathea, was.  (1. He was a rich 
man, Matt. 27:57;  (2. This man was Jesus’ disciple, Matt. 27:57; Being a secret disciple of Jesus, Jno. 
19:38.  (3.  This man was looking for the “kingdom of God,” Mk. 15:43; Lk. 23:51.  (3. This man was a 
“COUNCILLOR;” thus, seems to indicate he was a part of the ruling body of the Jews – the Sanhedrin. 
Mk. 15:43; The text of Luke says, “He had not consented to their counsel and deed,” Lk. 23:50.  It is 
interesting that we relate to Nicodemus and Paul as being a part of that body, the ruling body of the 
Jews!  (4. He is called, “a good and righteous man,” Lk. 23:50.  Luke gives us this thought about this 
man: “A good and righteous man,” all of this, as a secret man, among those who acted so evil toward 
our Lord. (5. “he boldly went in unto Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus,” Mk. 15:43.  When the word 
“boldly” is used, it indicates that he had a lot of courage – went to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus!   
 
Obviously, Joseph was no stranger to the city of Jerusalem and was there in the midst of all that  
happened! – he was a part of the Sanhedrin.   It could well be the “boldness” manifest was because of 
what he may have witnessed at the trial and crucifixion of our Lord.  There were the atrocities associated 
with the Jewish ruling body; the atrocities associated with Herod; the atrocities associated with Pilate 
and the general response of the Jews to the innocence of the Lord!  Could he have witnessed the nailing 
of our Lord to the cross?  Could he have heard the Lord say to the thief, “This day shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise?”  Could he have heard the words uttered: “Father forgive them for they know not what they 
do?”  Could he have been in hearing of the words to Jesus, concerning his mother?  Could he have wit-
nesssed the last words, “It is finished!”  Then there was the darkness; the earthquake, all of these things 
happening would have an impression upon his mind and would seem to make him a bold person – he 
asked for the body of Jesus.  I do not know for sure that he witnessed all of this; but, for sure he was in 
the area! 
 
There is more to the life of a man named Joseph of Arimathea than that he asked for the body of Jesus 
and buried the Lord in his own grave.  After considering the above material, you should have a little more 
appreciation for this man called Joseph of Arimathea.       Caa ….. 
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