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                                        “LIFE” 

(Jas. 4:13-15) 

 

“13 Come now, ye that say, Today or to-morrow we will go into the city, and spend a year there, and 
trade, and get gain:  14 whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow.  What is your life?  For ye are 
a vapor that appeareth for a little time, and then vanish away.  15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, 
we shall both live, and do this or that,”  Jas. 4:13-15.  This is a summation of what life is – it is, “a little 
time!”  Someone at some time said, “A man is born and at the snap of the fingers he is gone – here 
today and gone tomorrow.” 
 
All who will look back on life and try to express its existence, can only say it has all happened so fast.  I 
cannot believe it is gone so fast.  James describes it as a “vapor that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanish away,” Jas. 4:14.  The first thing I remember in life was waking up from a nap, on the ground, 
at the wood pile, out back of the house.  The sun was shining on my face, it was in the spring, and I was 
looking toward the sun and closed my eyes.  I remember when I started to school.  I remember 
graduating from High School and becoming married.  I attended college, my wife getting her PHT, putting 
hubby through, and beginning preaching.  I waited for my first child, waited for our second child.  My wife 
and I adopted a son and raised the three children.  My father, mother, aunts and uncles, some brothers, 
are all passed away and now I am eighty three years old, (will be June 12, 2018).  All of this seems like 
the passing of a cloud.  It has all happened so fast, it seems, I cannot believe I am looking back on all of 
the things I have been involved with and it has so soon passed away.   
 
I have no regrets for what I have done, with the exception: I could have done more, if I had been more 
industrious.  When I think of this, I would be saying this at the end of my life, whatever I may have 
accomplished.  I do not know how many were led to be baptized.  I do not know how many were led to 
confess faults.  I do not know how many have been influenced to live better lives – I am not the one to 
be praised.  God gave me a covenant to preach and teach.  That is what convicted people of their sins 
and caused them to obey the Gospel, Heb. 4:12.  In I Cor. 3:7, “God giveth the increase.”  So, I 
presented the message God gave me, and “God giveth the increase,” I Cor. 3:7.  I know there was a 
Paul, and there was an Apollos, I Cor. 3:6.  I also know I have done a lot of both planting and watering; 
but, God is the one who gives the increase and he deserves the credit and praise.  I have been a humble 
servant and extend to him glory and honor for what has happened in my life.  I extend to God all the 
praise for what has happened.   
 
My wife and I have planned to not have a funeral.  We do not want people going out of their way when we 
pass form this life to the life beyond.  We do not want to impose upon the family, friends and associates, 
unnecessary grief and sorrow.  Our solution is to be taken to the cemetery, buried, and if the family 
later, want to have a memorial, that will be up to them.  I went to a gathering of people, for the purpose 
of having a “toast,” for a preacher and all the good he had done in this life.  There were many testimonies 
and many praises heaped upon him.  I could not but wonder if the Lord looked upon him in the same 
manner?  I shall leave all of that to the Lord and his consideration.  If anything is to be done at my death, 
let there be a preaching of the Gospel – to benefit the living! 
 
My labors, acts, deeds and intentions of heart will be left to our Lord and savior, Jesus.  To him is all the 
praise, and glory given, and to him that truly loved and demonstrated his love – “We love, because he first 
loved us,” I Jno. 4:19.                        Caa ….. 
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