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“LAW OF CONTRAST” 
(II Cor. 6:14-18) 

 
 

This principle of interpretation, in the Bible, is used for the purpose of impressing those who read the book, 
with the lessons contained in the book.  Consider the “Law of Contrast” found in II Cor. 6:14-18: “14 Be 
not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? Or what 
communion hath light with darkness?  15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what portion hath a 
believer with an unbeliever?  16 And what agreement hath a temple of God with idols? For we are a temple 
of the living God; even as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.  17 Wherefore Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, And 
touch no unclean thing; And I will be to you a Father, And ye shall be to me sons and daughters,” II Cor. 
6:14-18. Please observe the contrasts of these passages and consider the message from such contrasts: 
These are two opposites and one must choose between the opposites – there is no in-between, Rev. 3:15-
16. This is what is called “a contrast,” for the purpose of making clear which direction one is to pursue. 
 
Most everything you can think of has its opposites.  If I mention Christ, Jno. 3:16; there appears the 
thought of the Devil, Matt. 4.  If I think of foundation material, then will appear the house either built on 
rock; or, on sand, Matt. 7:24-27.  Should one consider a course of conduct then he is confronted with the 
two gates and the two roads, Matt. 7:13-14.  Should I consider how one is precious in the eyes of the 
Lord, I shall note what is of honor and what is of dishonor: “19 Howbeit the firm foundation of God standeth, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his: and, Let every one that nameth the name of the Lord 
depart from unrighteousness.  20 Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but 
also or wood and of earth; and some unto honor, and some unto dishonor.  21 If a man therefore purge 
himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, meet for the master’s use, prepared unto 
every good work,” II Tim. 2:19-21.  Do you not see how the use of contrast teaches us to be involved in 
right things? 
 
This “Law of Contrast,” teaches concerning everyday life: “19 Now, the works of the flesh are manifest , 
which are these: fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,  20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, 
wraths, factions, divisions, parties,  21 envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of which I forewarn 
you, even as I did forewarn you,  that they who practise such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 
meekness, self-control; against such there is not law,” Gal. 5:19-23.  This all is presented as a contrast of 
the works of the “flesh” and the “fruit of the Spirit.”   It presents a very forceful argument!  A similar idea 
is presented in Rom. 8:12-17. A list of good things are presented in II Pet. 1:3-11; as that which contrast 
with the things of the world (II Pet. 1:4), with the “Christian graces,” (II Pet. 1:5-8). 
 
When I think of “the law of contrast” I think of Goats and Sheep, Matt. 25.  I think of “five wise virgins” 
and “five foolish virgins,” Matt. 25.  I think of works done in this life, whether it be “good or bad,” II Cor. 
5:10.  Then here is a final contrast – HEAVEN, HELL. Matt. 25:46.   
 
I have named only a few contrasts, listed in the New Testament and will leave others for you to accumulate.  
This is a great method of teaching, used by the Lord.    Caa ….. 
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