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“LIVINGTHE CHRISTIAN LIFE” 
(Rom. 12:1) 

 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service,” Rom. 12:1.  During the early days of man there were 
offered animals as a sacrifice, Abel, Gen. 4:4.  There was an animal offered in the place of Isaac, Gen. 
22:13.  The law of Moses demanded dead sacrifices, the blood of their sacrifices to God.  Thus, the offering 
of many animals associated with the Temple Worship (later) and man’s duty toward God.   
 
From the principle laid down in this text, Rom. 12:1 there is something that is most important: “present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy acceptable to God.”  This is like the statement in Acts 5:29, “We must obey 
God rather than men!”  I can remember when my brethren looked forward to the fifteen minutes between 
bible class and worship services and this became a time to smoke, chew and spit.  I am thankful that my 
brethren, for the most, part have learned better.  Now, after decades of teaching, this period is not for 
smoking, chewing and spiting. 
 
Our bodies are not for the purpose of smoking pot, taking drugs; not for fornication, I Cor. 6:18; it is not to 
be used for improper dress, I Tim. 2:9-10; our bodies are for the purpose of exhibiting the LOVE OF GOD, 
and the characteristics that are associated with godly living.  Our thoughts should always be, how the Lord 
wants me to exhibit myself- a child of God or a child of the Devil!  It is up to us to decide what we will present 
in life – the characteristics of the SPIRIT, or the characteristics of the world. 
 
We are told in the text, “to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, WHICH IS YOUR 
SPIRITUAL SERVICE,” Rom. 12:1.  Now we have introduced “which is our spiritual service.”  The Lord 
taught we are the SALT of the earth and the LIGHT of the world, Matt. 5:13-16.  There is to be a 
presentation of these facts in our lives. 
 
“Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control, are listed as 
“Fruit of the Spirit,” Ga. 5:22-23.  “Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these things,” Phil. 4:8 – these things are to fill the mind and thoughts 
of a person’s heart.  The reason is given in Matt. 15:18, “But the things which proceed out of the mouth 
come forth from the heart.”  We are to protect our thinking and have the inside good and it will radiate to 
the outside for good things to be exhibited.   
 
Paul stated in I Cor. 11:1, “Be ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ.”  We need to build a character 
that will be a fit subject for heaven.  As we conform to the Word of God and fill our hearts with the knowledge 
and will of God, our lives will be conforming more and more to the life God would have us have and make 
us fit subjects for heaven!  When then, the Lord declares, “Well done, good and faithful servant,” Matt. 
25:21.  This is what I want to hear from the Lord on the Day of Judgment and I know you want to hear the 
same words – it will be because we have had, “Spiritual service acceptable to God.”   Caa ….. 
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