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“MAN LEAVES GOD!” 
(Rom. 1:24) 

 
God only departs from man after man has departed from God.  It is always man moving away from God!  
Because man moves away from God, it is stated that “God gave them up,” Rom. 1:24; 1:26; 1:28.  God 
does not move away from man – man moves away from God!   
 
Was this not the case with the children of Israel, after God delivered them from bondage?  Was this not the 
case when God caused the children of Israel to wonder forty years in the wilderness; because of unbelief?  
Was it not the people who told Samuel: “They wanted to be like the nations around them and requested a 
king!”  It is always man moving away from God and not God moving away from man.  After man has 
departed from God; then and only then, does God give them up. 
 
Adam and Eve left God and God put them out of the Garden of Eden.  The people of Noah’s day departed 
from God and God caused a great flood destroying all the earth, saving only eight souls that was in the 
Ark – again God gave them up!  Sodom and Gomorrah departed from the normal state of man and God 
caused fire from heaven to destroy the cities of the valley.  People, in the Old Testament, departed from 
God and then God gave them up.   
 
We are warned by Paul, (I Cor. 10:11, Rom. 15:4), that all of the things that have happened before are 
there for the purpose of reminding us we need to be faithful to the Lord.  “4 For whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our learning, that through patience and through comfort of the scriptures 
we might have hope,” Rom. 15:4.  “11 Now these things happened unto them by way of example; and they 
were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come,” I Cor. 10:11.  There is a timely 
admonition given for you and me in I Cor.10:12, “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall.”  
 
After services, in a Gospel Meeting in Denver, Colorado, I ask brother Robert Turner what he thought was 
the greatest benefit we gain from the Old Testament?  His answer was quick and without hesitation: “It is 
one of the greatest faith builders in our lives.  It teaches us what will happen if we leave God!”  I understood 
him to say, “We must not leave God!”  The order is, man leaves God; and then, after man has left, God 
gives him up! 
 
This is a simple principle that needs to be remembered.  In olden times God gave people up; but, only after 
they had departed from him.  We should heed the message published to us.  If we remain faithful, God 
will be with us.  If we become unfaithful God will give us up.   
 
In general we are told: “22 Abstain from every form of evil,” I Thess. 5:22.  We are to remain in the presence 
of God, by being obedient to the will of God, Jno. 14:23, “23 If a man love me, he will keep my word: and 
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” 
 
I am a “free moral agent,” and by that I mean I can make my own choices as to what I want to do.  If I 
make a choice to leave God, it is a choice I have made and not a choice God has made.  God’s action 
comes only after I have left and separate myself from my obedience to the will of God.                Caa ….. 
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