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“MARRIAGE – BELIEVER, UNBELIEVER? 

(II Cor. 6:14) 
 
 

I have a request, from a reader of my weekly emails, concerning II Cor. 6:14.  Does this apply to the 
marriage question and is it a sin for one to marry one who is not a Christian?  I am indeed thankful there 
are those who read my material, who have questions, and are willing to write concerning such issues as 
this.  I shall respond in this manner.   
 
II Cor. 6:14-18, “Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness and 
iniquity? or what communion hath light with darkness?  15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or 
what portion hath a believer with an unbeliever?  16 And what agreement hath a temple of God with idols? 
For we are a temple of the living God; even as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people.  17 Wherefore Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, And touch no unclean thing; And I will receive you,  18 And will be to you a Father, And ye 
shall  be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”   
 
One can observe, before these passages the subject of “marriage” is not being talked about.  One can 
observe, after these passages the subject of “marriage” is not being talked about.  I am thinking we will 
have to look elsewhere for the subject of marriage to be discussed.   
 
In the “context” of this text we will observe the expression that gives us an idea of what “is” being discussed.  
The last contrast is that of “temple of God with Idols,” v. 16.  This seems to be the subject that is being 
discussed. 
 
If these passages are talking about “marriage,” look at the command that is required?  “ 17 ….. Come 
ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, And touch no unclean thing; And I will receive 
you,  18 And will be to you a Father, And ye shall  be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 
II Cor. 6:17-18.  It is demanded that they come out from among what is being done.  If this is marriage, 
then it is required of everyone married to an “unbeliever,” come out from among that relationship.  This is 
a command! 
 
The context is talking about “idolatry,” and is stating those who are members of the Lord’s church need to 
come out from such and be separate.  Christianity and Idolatry cannot co-exist!  
 
Marriage is a “universal law,” Gen. 2:24.  “24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and 
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”  Jesus referred back to this as the “beginning,” 
Matt. 19:4-5.  In the New Testament there were those who married “unbelievers,” and were not told to 
depart from the “unbelievers,” I Cor. 7:13. 
 
I do not believe it is wise for one to marry those who are “unbelievers;” but, I do not believe it is a sin, 
consider I Pet. 3:1.  This course becomes a course of wisdom, prudence, and common since.  In I Cor. 9:5, 
Paul states he “has a right to lead about a wife that is a believer?”  Yet, this is not a command.  We should 
encourage those within our influence to follow wisdom, prudence and common sense; yet, when one does 
join themselves to an “unbeliever,” it is not a sin!    Caa ….. 
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