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“NAMES OF MEN” 

(Matt. 23:1-12) 
 

“1 Then spake Jesus to the multitudes and to his disciples,  2 saying, The Scribes and the Pharisees sit 
on Moses seat:  3 all things therefore whatsoever they bid you, these do and observe: but do not ye after 
their works; for they say, and do not.  4. Yea, they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay 
them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with their finger.  5 But all their works 
they do to be seen of men: for they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their 
garments,  6 and love the chief place at feast, and the chief seats in the synagogues,  7 and the 
salutations in the marketplaces, and to be called Rabbi: for one is your teacher, and all ye are brethren.  9 
And call no man father on the earth: for one is your father, even he who is in heaven.  10 Neither be ye 
called masters: for one is your master, even the Christ.  11 But he that is greatest among you shall be 
your servant.  12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled; and whosoever shall humble 
himself shall be exalted,” Matt. 23:1-12. 
 
When men designate themselves with certain “religious titles,” they exceed their limits.  They are not to 
be called, “Master,” “Rabbi,” “Father,” or, any other title in a religious sense.  Greatness is determined not 
by titles; but rather, by being a servant. 
 
In Matt. 6, the scribes and Pharisees are condemned, and they have their reward.  When they did alms, 
Matt. 6:2, they did so, “to have glory of men,” Matt. 6:2.  When they prayed, “they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets that they may be seen of men,” Matt. 6:5.  
When they fast they, “are as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they 
may be seen of men,” Matt. 6:16.   
 
Jesus stated in each of these cases, “they received their reward,” Matt. 6:2, 5, 16, They did all of this to 
be seen of men and they had their reward – They were seen of men.  That was their reward!  When men 
conduct themselves in such a manner to be seen of men and they give themselves certain titles to be re-
cognized of men, they have received their reward.  I come in contact with some men and hear of 
others who are interested in gaining esteem by designating themselves with certain titles.  Some use the 
words: Pope, Pastor, Rector, Doctor, Doctor of divinity, President, Reverend, and on and on with names 
to give them prestige in their work!  It does not work, in the eyes of God.  
 
I remember a man in the Word of God, Acts 12:21-23: “21 And upon a set day Herod arrayed himself in 
royal apparel, and sat on the throne, and made an oration unto them.  22 And the people shouted, saying, 
The voice of a god, and not of a man.  23 And immediately an angel of the Lord smote him, because he 
gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.”  Another passage of like 
kind is found in II Thess. 2:2-4: “2 to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor ye be 
troubled, ether by spirit or by word, or by epistle as from us,  as that the day of the Lord is just at hand;  3 
let no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except the falling away come first, and the man of sin 
be revealed, the son of perdition,  4 he  that opposeth and exalteth himself against all that is called God 
or that is worshipped; so that he sitteth in the temple of God, setting himself forth as God.” 
 
A Christian man or woman will do all within his/her power to keep from being associated as an equal with 
God.  We need always to remember God is the potter and we are the clay, Rom. 9:19-21.                Caa ….. 
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