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“NAME” 
 
Sometimes there will be a word used in different senses.  The way to determine how it is used in a given 
place is to consider the “text,” the “context,” and the “extended text” of a certain place where it is used.  
The word “faith” is used in different text, with different meanings and should be considered carefully.  So, 
we find in the scriptures the word “NAME” is used in different senses in different texts.  
 
First of all.  The word “name” can stand for a family name (House of David), or the name of a person 
(“his name shall be called Jesus,” Matt. 1:21); thus, you have in the Old Testament and in the New 
Testament examples of the word “name” being applied to families or persons. 
 
Secondly.   The word “name” is applied to “reputation” of a person – character; so you find in Prov.  22:1.  
“A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches,” Prov. 22:1.  The way a man lives tells you what he 
is.  If he is of the world, he will live like the world, I Jno. 4:5; if he is of God he will live a life for Christ, I Cor. 
11:1.  The word “name” can be used to describe what kind of life we live, or what kind of “name” we have.   
By his “name” his life is either good or bad, depending on how he lives.  
 
Thirdly.   There is another way the word “NAME” is used and that has to do with “AUTHORITY!”   Consider 
Col. 3:17 as a proof text.  “And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him,” Col. 3:17.  Should a law officer say to someone, “stop in the 
name of the Law!”   The command to stop is by the authority of the Law.  In Col. 3:17 we are observing that 
all is to be done by the “authority of Christ.”  Whatever is done is to be done because it is commanded 
in the word of the Lord – this is the authority, it is doing things because they are commanded.  This also 
would be the meaning of Matt. 28:19, “Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  This is a baptizing into the authority 
of.  When this happens we have given ourselves over to the will of Jesus instead of our own will.  We are 
to do what the Lord wants done, what he has commanded to be done. 
 
There are other passages in the New Testament that teach we must be obedient to the Word of Christ.  “18 
I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto them, 
God shall add unto him the plagues which are written in this book: 19 and if any man shall take away from 
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out of the holy 
city, which are written in this book,” Rev. 22:18-19.  The same thought is presented in II Jno. 9-11, 
“Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the 
teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son.  10 If any cometh unto you, and bringeth not this 
teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no greetings: 11 for he that giveth him greetings 
partaketh in his evil works.”  Also, “Now these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and 
Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn not to go beyond the things which are written; that no one of you 
be puffed up for the one against the other,” I Cor. 4:6.  Other passages could be cited; but, this will suffice 
to show we are taught to abound in the word of God. 
 
To abound in the Word of the Lord, is to follow the teaching of the Lord; and thus, will be doing “ALL IN 
THE NAME OF THE LORD!” Col.3:17.  In so doing we follow the commands of the Lord.              Caa ….. 
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