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“NECESSITY OF BAPTISM” 

 

There are commands found in the New Testament.  Someone, many years ago, said: “Commands are 

to be obeyed and promises are to be received.”  There is a command to “lie not,” Col. 3:9; there is a 

command to “flee idolatry,” I Cor. 10:14; and etc.  We learn commands are to be obeyed.  Promises are 

to be received: “wait for the promise of the Father,” Acts 1:4.  We learn promises are to be received.   

 

The GREAT COMMISSION, to the apostles, was that they were to go everywhere preaching baptism and 

that this would last to the end of the world, Matt. 28:19-20; Mk. 16:15-16.  The apostles did this and it can 

be seen everywhere they preached in the book of Acts. 

 

The baptism of the New Testament was to be in water, Acts 8:36, “36 Behold, here is water; what doth 

hinder me to be baptized?”  Also stated in Acts 10:47: “Can any man forbid the water, that these should 

not be baptized, who have received the Holy Spirit as well as we?”  Every case of conversion in the New 

Testament is a fulfillment of the “Great Commission,” Matt. 28:19.  In Eph. 4:5 there is stated “one 

baptism.”  Time wise, after the book of Ephesians was written, Peter in I Pet. 3:20-21 gives testimony to 

the fact of that one baptism being water baptism.   As eight souls was saved by the water of the flood; 

so, souls are saved by water of baptism: “20 that aforetime were disobedient, when the longsuffering of 

God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls, were 

saved through water:  21 which also after a true likeness doth now save you, even baptism,” I Pet. 3:20-

21.  This was written after Eph. 4:5; and thus, is the one baptism that continues to be taught and 

practiced.   

 

Now for the necessity of water baptism:  Baptism is “unto the remission of sins,” Acts 2:38 (A.S.V); 

Baptism is “arising to walk in newness of life,” Rom. 6:4;   Baptism is for the “washing away thy 

sins,” Acts. 22:16;  Baptism “saves,” I Pet. 3:21;  Baptism is the difference between the “old life and 

the new life,” Rom. 6:4;  Baptism is the difference between being in Christ and remaining out of Christ, 

“3 we were  baptized into Christ,” Rom. 6:3;  Baptism is the means of “putting on Christ,” Gal. 3:27.  

All of this being true, one can see why it was that everyone who obeyed the Gospel submitted to water 

baptism as is stated in the New Testament.  

 

You see, commands are to be obeyed and part of the commands of the New Testament was for all 

who wanted to be associated with Jesus, it was necessary for them to be baptized in water.  This 

does not eliminate the command to hear, have faith, repent, confess, in addition to baptism – that is 

another study and will be reserved for another time.  The New Testament does teach the necessity of 

water baptism – it is a command, found in the New Testament.  Commands are to be obeyed.   Caa ….. 
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