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NEW COVENANT 

(Heb. 9:16-17) 
 

“16 For where a testament is, there must of necessity be the death of him that made it.  17 For a 
testament is of force where there hath been death: for it doth never avail while he that made liveth,” Heb. 
9:16-17.  In the chapter before this the writer of Hebrews stated from Jer. 31:31: “8 Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, That I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah,” Heb. 8:8.  Then we have the statement: “13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the 
first old.  But that which is becoming old and waxeth aged is nigh unto vanishing away,” Heb. 8:13. 
 
The proper understanding of the above is that Jesus died and gave a covenant.  The covenant is said to 
be the New Covenant.  When Jeremiah uttered his words, he live about 500 years before the coming of 
this covenant; thus, it was “nigh unto vanishing away” – when Jesus died the “first covenant” “was nailed 
to the cross,” Col. 2:14.   Jeremiah’s prophecy must be understood at the time of his utterance and not 
when it was quoted in Heb. 8:8; thus, “neigh to vanishing away.” 
 
This covenant, the New Covenant, was probated on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:14, “14 But Peter 
standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and spake forth unto them, saying, Ye men of Judea, and 
all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and give ear unto my words.”  This was the first 
time the New Testament had been revealed; or, made known.  Peter refers to this as being the 
BEGINNING:  “15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, even as on us at the beginning,” 
Acts 11:15.  I understand this to mean the beginning of the Lord’s Covenant!  Acts 2 was the time the 
covenant of Christ was probated. 
 
There have been those who advocated, “We have no law now, we are under grace!”  The New Covenant 
speaks of itself as being LAW!   (1) Perfect Law, “25 But he that looketh into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty, and so continueth, being not a hearer that forgetteth but a doer that worketh, this man shall be 
blessed in his doings,” Jas. 1:25, 2:12.  (2) Law of Christ, “2 Bear ye another’s burdens, and so fulfil the 
law of Christ,” Gal. 6:2.  (3) Royal Law, “8 Howbeit if ye fulfil the royal law, according to the scripture, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well:” Jas. 2:8.  (4) Law of Spirit of life, “2 For the law of  
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law or sin and death,” Rom. 8:2.  (5) Law of Faith, 
“27 Where then is the glorying? It is excluded, By what manner of law? of works?  Nay: but by a law of 
faith,” Rom. 3:27.  There is no way a Bible student can conclude there is not law under the New Cove-
nant. 
 
Paul’s argument concerning law is presented in Rom. 5:12-13: “12 Therefore, as through one man sin 
entered into the world, and death through sin; and so death passed unto all men, for that all sinned: --- 13 
for until the law sin was in the world; but sin not imputed when there is no law.”  Paul argues that there 
was sin from Adam to Moses, Rom. 5:14; so, there was law from Adam to Moses.  There was law from 
Moses to Christ; also, there is law from Christ’s New Covenant till the second coming of Christ.  Since the 
New Covenant teaches there is sin, Rom. 6:23; we need to realize there is sin now: “4 Whosoever 
committeth sin trangresseth the law: for sin is the transgression of the law,” I Jno. 3:4.  It would be 
improper for one to conclude there is no law under Christ; because, there is sin under Christ! 
 
In Phil. 4:8 we find this statement:  “8 ….. think on these things.”  Will you do that?                 Caa ….. 
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