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“NECESSITY OF BAPTISM” 
 

This is a subject that is greatly disputed in our society.  Should one mention baptism as being essential to 
salvation, immediately there will be those who will rise up and say, “Water baptism has nothing to do with 
one being saved!”  It is interesting to note what the Bible has to say about Water Baptism. 
 
Consider what certain personages of the New Testament had to say about “Water Baptism!”   First I shall 
consider what an apostle of Christ had to say: “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save 
us,” I Pet. 3:21, KJV.  The world tells us “baptism does not save,” the Bible tells us, “Baptism doth also now 
save us.”  Can we say the Bible is teaching something different about baptism than the world teaches!  This 
is what PETER said about baptism.   
 
Rom. 6:3, “Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?”  
“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ,” Gal. 3:27.  It is noted that in each of 
these passages PAUL is stating we are “baptized into Christ!”  These are the only two passages in the 
New Testament that tells us how we get INTO Christ.  This same word “unto” is used of faith, it is used of 
repentance, it is used of confession and is also used of baptism.  When all of these have been completed 
then one is found to have a relationship with the Lord.  If one believes faith is important he will have to 
believe baptism is important.  If one believes repentance is important he will have to believe baptism is 
important.  If one believes confession is important he will have to believe baptism is important – the same 
word (unto) is used for each of these and shows all are important to salvation!  Each of these requirements 
are equally related to salvation.  This is what PAUL said about baptism.   
 
Mk. 16:16, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” This is what the Lord said about baptism.  
Often we are told: “All a person has to do to be lost is to not believe.”  One then needs to ask himself, “What 
does one have to do to be saved?”  Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.  This is 
not a question of being lost, it is a question of being saved.  One then responds, “Can a believer be lost?”  
Certainly so, he has not obeyed the Gospel, II Thess. 1:8.  There were those who believed on Jesus; yet, 
were lost, Jno. 12:42-43, “Nevertheless even of the rulers many believed on him; but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess it, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:  43 for they loved the glory 
that is of men more than the glory that is of God.”  Now, these believers did not confess and it is said they 
loved the glory of men more than the glory that comes from God – WERE THEY SAVED?  Remember 
now, these are men who believed.  It is said in Jno. 1:12, “But as many as received him, to them gave he 
the right to become children of God, even to them that believe on his name.”  From this passage we learn 
those who believe have a right to become children of God.  Because they believed, they were not children 
of God, they had the right to become children of God.  Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved.”  This is what JESUS said about baptism. 
 
We are looking at three statements made by two apostles and the Lord. The apostles received their 
information from the Lord, Jno. 14:26; so, we are really stating what the Lord said about Water Baptism.  
The Lord through the writings of the New Testament tells us baptism is important and consideration needs 
to be given to faith, repentance, confession and also baptism   
 
The bottom line is: either you need to be baptized upon believing, repenting, confessing; or, you are one 
who has done this and need to teach others to do the same.                                          Caa ….. 
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