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“NO BONES BROKEN” 
(Jno. 19:31-36) 

 
“31 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain on the cross 
upon the Sabbath (for the day of that Sabbath was a high day), asked of Pilate that their legs might be 
broken, and that they might be taken away.  32 The soldiers therefore came, and brake the legs of the first, 
and of the other that was crucified with him:  33 but when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead 
already, they brake not his legs:  34 howbeit one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 
straightway there came out blood and water.  35 And he that hath seen hath borne witness, and his witness 
is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye also may believe.  36 For these things came to pass, that 
the scripture might be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken,” Jno. 19:31-36. 
 
In Ex. 12:46, in the eating of the Passover, a bone was not to be broken in the lamb, also Num. 9:12.  We 
are told in Psa. 34:20, “He keepeth all his bones: Not one of them is broken.”  Thus we have seen the 
pascal lamb was not to have a bone broken.  John the baptizer said of Jesus: “29 ….. Behold, the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the sin of the world!” Jno. 1:29.  When then, we read in Jno. 19:31-36 a bone of 
his body was not broken, we understand why – it was prophesied there would be no breaking of the bones 
of Jesus.  This was all that “the scripture might be fulfilled.” Jno. 19:36 
  
We read of “a crown of thorns,” Jno 19:2, that punctured the skin of his skull.  We read of “a spear,” “with 
a spear pierced his side,” Jno. 19:34.  The word of God states, “they scourged him,” Jno 19:1.  Jesus 
had “nail prints in his hands and feet,” Lk. 24:39.  Yet in all of this, not a bone was broken! 
 
In the King James Version of the New Testament we find this statement, which has caused some concern 
among many students of the New Testament: “24 ….. Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you,” 
I Cor. 11:24. When one reads this, immediately he is confronted with the fact of his bones having not been 
“broken,” and his body having been “broken,” according to the KJV New Testament.  Consideration needs 
to be given to the KJV and what is presented.   
 
First, most scholars feel this should “not be “broken” in I Cor. 11:24.  Secondly, most translations do not 
translate this as a “broken body,” but rather a “bruised body.”  When we think of a “bruised body,” we 
do not think of “broken bones!”  When one thinks of the Lord’s Supper and what is remembered, we think 
of the body in his death and thus what was suffered in his death – yet, no bones were broken! 
 
As was with so many things foretold about the life, death, teachings, parables, of Christ; here is something 
stated for the remembrance of Jesus and his death when we partake of the Lord’s Supper – “This do in 
remembrance of me,”  I Cor. 11:24. We are to remember the horrible death of Christ!   Caa ….                 
                                                                                        
                                                                                               
 

Carl Adon Allen 
1115 E. Houston Ave.  
Crockett, Tx.  75835 

(936) 544-3614 
carladonallen@gmail.com 

 


