
“OBEYING THE GOSPEL” 
(Rom. 6:17) 

 
 
Not a few times have members of the Lord’s church been told, “You just hop and skip all over the Bible 
and just pick out what you want and present this to folks as being the truth.”  Of course this statement is 
not true and it can be easily proved wrong by just taking a look at the material presented in the New 
Testament.  Consider the material presented in this article and see if we just hop and skip over the New 
Testament. 
 
The book of Romans is a good book to look at.  In spite of the fact that there are those who will tell us, 
“There is nothing one can do to be saved!” -  the New Testament teaches otherwise.  In Rom. 1:5 we 
have “Unto obedience of faith.” In the book of Romans the Apostle Paul is emphasizing “obedience of 
Faith.”  He does the same thing again at the end of the book, Rom. 16:26, “Unto obedience of faith.” 
There is an obedience associated with faith that Paul is discussing.  The word “obedience” is used again 
in Rom. 6:17, “you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching.”  This book and this writer 
emphasize the need for “obedience.”  May we ask a question?  What is presented in the book of 
Romans that needs to be obeyed, to become a Christian? 
 
The book of Romans teaches it is necessary to “hear the word of God” before one can have faith; “So 
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God,” (KJV)  Rom. 10:17.  If one has not heard 
the Word of God, he cannot have faith.  The foundation of faith is found in Heb. 11:1: “Now faith is 
assurance of things hoped for, a conviction of things not seen.”  There are many who say they have faith; 
yet have no earthly idea of what is taught in the Bible and thus what they call faith is not faith at all!  If 
what one believes is not found in the Bible, what he believes is not Bible faith.  But the teaching in Rom. 
10:17 is that one must HEAR the Bible in order to have “Bible faith.” 
 
The book of Romans teaches it is necessary to have faith before one can be saved:  “For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness,” Rom. 10:10.  If a man desires to be righteous, he must have FAITH – 
that faith is acquired from a study of the Bible. Many are the times we have people tell others about their 
faith.  What they tell as their faith, cannot be found in the Bible, so it is not “the Bible Faith.”  God 
instructs us in his book and we are expected to believe what has been presented in the book. This is 
“Bible Faith,” all that is not taught in the Bible is, “Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men,” 
Matt.15:9.  “The Bible Faith” is taught in the book of Romans and that same author teaches the 
necessity of faith. 
 
We read further in the book of Romans that this book not only tells us to hear, that we may acquire faith, 
Rom. 10:17; and that faith leads to righteousness; but it also teaches the necessity or REPENTANCE: 
“the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance,”  Rom. 2:4. (This argument is made on the English word, 

repentance, not on the Greek)  If you are concerned about what repentance is, consider a passage in Matt. 
21:28-29, “28 But what think ye?  A man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son go work 
today in the vineyard.  29 And he answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented himself, and 
went.”  In this passage we have the Bible defining repentance – it is “a change of mind.”  One needs to 
realize the way he has been living is wrong.  He needs to change his mind and follow the way of the Lord.  
In II Cor. 7:10 Paul states, “For godly sorrow worketh repentance.”  He has a regret of the way he has 
been living and is changing to follow a better way, the way of Christ. 
 
CONFESSION is also taught in the book of Romans, by the apostle Paul.  “9 because if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and thou shalt believe in thy heart that God raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved:  10 for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation,”  Rom. 10:9-10.  Here is the same book and the same author teaching 
the same thing – “confession!.”  This is the same confession that Paul said to the young preacher 
Timothy, in this it is called the “good confession,” I Tim. 6:13; Matt. 16:16.  It is also the confession that 
the Ethiopian Eunuch made in Acts 8:37 – KJV.  CONFESSION is required, in the New Testament. 
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BAPTISM is also taught in the book of Romans by the apostle Paul.  “Or are you ignorant that all we who 
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death,” Rom. 6:3.  The passage says, One is 
“baptized into Christ!”  One other passage in the New Testament that tells how one gets into Christ 
and it states we are “BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST,” Gal. 3:27.  Baptism is said to be in “water,” Acts 8:36.  
Baptism is said to be a “burial,” Col. 2:12.  We are told that “baptism is unto the remission of sin,” Acts 
2:38.  Jesus said the man who was baptized would be “saved,” Mk. 16:16.  It is also stated that, “baptism 
doeth now also save us,”  I Pet. 3:21.  
 
In the book of Romans, written by the apostle Paul, we have set before us: “HEARING THE WORD,” 
Rom. 10:17.  There is “FAITH” that is taught, Rom. 10:10.  “REPENTANCE,” is also taught in this one 
book by the same author,  Rom. 2:4.  “CONFESSION” is taught in Rom. 10:9-10.   “BAPTISM” is taught 
in Rom. 6:3-4.  All of these are found in this one book with the same author.  You can read the New 
Testament through and you will not find additional commands to be obeyed to have the remission of 
one’s sins.  But, these are commanded in this one book. 
 
This is “THE GOSPEL,” in Rom. 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation: to everyone that believeth: to the Jew first and also the Greek.”  In II Thess. 1:8,”rendering 
vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord.”  There is a 
difference in one obeying the Gospel and one not obeying the Gospel.  Paul describes this obedience in 
Rom. 6:17: “But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient from the 
heart to that form of teaching whereunto ye were delivered  18 and being made free from sin, ye became 
servants of righteousness.”  This is the one who desires the remission of his sins.  He or she needs to 
obey the gospel!  Do you need to obey the Gospel?             Caa …..         
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