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“ONE WIFE” 

 
May I quote two passages which will have impression on the material presented? (1) “The husband of one 
wife,” I Tim. 3:2.  (2)   “Having been the wife of one man,” I Tim. 5:9.  These two passages have caused 
problems for many of my brethren, through the years. 
 
Should a man take a wife and he has never been married before, he is the husband of “one wife” – he 
only has “one wife.”  It cannot be said of him, “He does not have a wife.”  He is the husband of “one wife.”  
This is what Paul taught in I Cor. 7:2, “But, because of fornications, let each man have his own wife, and 
let each woman have her own husband.”  God’s intentions for man and woman is for each of them to have 
one wife, or one husband. In this relationship Paul said, “Let marriage be had in honor among all,” Heb. 
13:4.  One man and one woman is the marriage God intended.   
 
When discussing the qualifications of an elder, I Tim. 3, often we are told, “He could have been married 
only one time; because if married twice he has two wives!”  My brethren do not stop to think about what 
they are saying: If he has been married twice and has two wives, he needs to be withdrawn from because, 
he would be a bigamist.  Surly we do not want a bigamist in our mist and we approving such in our midst. 
 
 A man who had a scriptural right to put away his wife and marry again does not have “two wives,” he has 
only “one wife.”  The first wife has been put away scripturally, (Matt. 19:9; 5:32), and he now has only 
“one wife.”  Thus under such circumstance he would be the “”husband of one wife!”  The passage in I Tim. 
3:2 does not say he is to not have been married twice; rather, it says, “The husband of one wife!” 
 
I have heard this same argument made concerning death.  They say, “When a man’s wife dies and he 
marries again he has two wives!”  Paul contends that when a man dies the wife is “free from the law of her 
husband,” Rom. 7:3.  The Lord said, “In the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but 
are as angels in heaven,” Matt. 22:30.  So, when a mate dies the marriage is dissolved and that marriage 
no longer exists.  When then the former mate marries again, he or she does not have two wives; but rather, 
is husband of “one wife;” or, the wife of “one husband.”  
 
Many years ago, a place where I lived, was selecting additional Elders and one of the existing Elders made 
the charge against a brother – intending to be an Elder – “He has two wives!”  I presented these 
arguments and the brethren thought the problem through.   The brother had been married before; but, now 
he was the husband of “one wife.”  His wife had run off with another man and the brother scripturally put 
her away.  This brother had only “one wife.” 
 
The passage in I Tim. 5:9 is telling us that she has been the “wife of one man.”  In this we are to proceed 
in the same manner as we did with the “husband of one wife,” I Tim. 3:2.  What one argues for the first 
passage must be applied to the second passage. The time for thinking is to be present when such 
discussions take place and sound judgment must be present at the time.  We need to open our minds and 
be prepared to accept what the Word of God teaches.                             Caa ….. 
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