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“OLD TESTAMENT --- NEW TESTAMENT” 
 #   10 

 
Continued from last week:  # 10  6. The Thief on the Cross: is used for the purpose of showing that there were 
some who were “saved without being baptized!”  Without considering the circumstances concerning the 
saving of the “thief,” individuals have appealed to this story and then concluded that the “thief” was saved 
“without baptism!”  After this, the argument is made: “The thief was not baptized; yet, he was saved, so 
we can be saved without baptism.” 
 
Matt. 27:44; Mk. 15:32; Lk. 23:39-43, give us the knowledge of these men, crucified with the Lord, and  one 
of them asked the Lord to “remember me.”  First of all, it should be understood that the thief lived under 
the Law of Moses and not the Law of Christ.  The material presented in this thesis is for the purpose of 
showing the New Testament teaches the Law of Moses has been done away and we are under the Law of 
Christ.  The “thief” lived under the Law of Moses and when the Lord told him: “Today shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise,” he was still under the Law of Moses, because the Lord had not died, at that point!  “For 
where a testament is, there must of necessity be the death of him that made it.  For a testament is of force 
where there hath been death: for it doth never avail while he that made it liveth,” Heb. 9:16-17.  The thief 
was not saved under the Law of Christ; but rather, under the Law of Moses.  We are under the Law of Christ 
and the question is: “What does the Law of Christ require?” 
 
When one makes the statement that the “thief” was not baptized in water, he does not know what he is 
talking about.  It is said concerning John the Baptizer; “But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected for 
themselves the counsel of God, being not baptized of him,” Lk. 7:30.  There was a baptism, of water, being 
preached by John and those who rejected it “rejected for themselves the counsel of God.”  Now it is 
possible that the “thief” had been baptized, but he may not have been.  How can a “Baptist preacher” 
declare the “thief” had not been baptized?  He does not know that. 
 
I stopped arguing, many years ago, whether or not the “thief” was saved – I believe he was saved.  Jesus 
said, “Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise,” Lk. 23:43.  I believe the Lord saved him.  But this is not the 
question.  What is required of those, of us, who live under the Law of Christ?  The New Testament teaches:  
(1) “Faith comes from hearing the word of God,” Rom. 10:17.  Only that which is from the New Testament 
can be of faith.  When we read the Word of God, faith is the result, Heb. 11:1.  (2) “For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness,”  Rom. 10:10.  Faith, is a requirement.  (3) “Not knowing that the goodness 
of God leadeth thee to repentance?” Rom. 2:4.  From this passage we learn  repentance, is essential to 
salvation, Acts 17:30-31.  (4) Confession, is also taught as a condition to salvation, Rom. 10:10: “And with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  Be assured one must confess Jesus to be the Christ.  (5) 
Baptism, is essential to salvation – “Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death,” Rom. 6:3.  This is the means of our getting into Christ – without which, water 
baptism, one is not in Christ.   
 
My friend, we live under the “Law or Christ,” not the “Law of Moses.”   For one to be saved today, he must 
appeal to “the Law of Christ,” that is the Law we live under.  May the Lord bless you in our study of a 
distinction between the Law of Moses and the Law of Christ.                                Caa ….. 
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