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OBEDIENT 

(Rom. 6:17-18) 

 
“17 But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient from the heart to 
that form of teaching where unto you were delivered;  18 and being made free from sin, ye became 
servants of righteousness,” Rom. 6:17-18.  This passage affirms that through obedience one can have 
the remission of their sins.  Contrary to the thinking of many religionist who feel obedience has nothing to 
do with one’s salvation, this passage teaches to the contrary.    Obedience is essential to one being 
saved.   
 
Obedience is a test as to whether one loves or does not love God!  “23 ….. If a man love me he will keep 
my word: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him,” Jno. 
14:23.   “10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Fathers 
commandments, and abide in his love,” Jno. 15:10.  These passages establish the fact of loving and 
keeping his commands, go together.  One cannot love God and be acceptable to God if he does not keep 
his commandments.   
 
When the Lord appeared to Saul, he told him: “6 but arise, and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee 
what thou must do,” Acts 9:6.  When he went into the city, a preacher came to him and told him, “16 And 
now why terriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name,” Acts 22:16.  
Saul was told to be baptized; and thus, this was what he was told he “MUST DO” to be saved.      
 
This is in keeping with New Testament teaching, every convert in the New Testament was baptize 
before he was considered being saved:   People on Pentecost, Acts 2:38; The Samaritans were 
baptized, Acts 8:12;  Simon was baptized, Acts 8:13; The Ethiopian Eunuch was baptized, Acts 8:39; 
Saul was baptized, Acts 9:6; 22:16;  Cornelius was baptized, Acts 10:48;  Philippian jailor, Acts 16:33;  
Lydia was baptized; Acts 16:15; Corinthians believed and were baptized, Acts 18:8; Twelve disciples 
of John the baptizer was baptized, Acts 19:5.  Is it necessary to produce other cases where people 
believed and were baptized?   This is adequate to prove my point: Everyone, in the New Testament, who 
obeyed the gospel were baptized.  One of the things that “MUST BE DONE” is, each one needed to be 
baptized for the remission of their sins, Acts 2:38; Mk. 16:16.  
 
When one is baptized, there is a passing from the “old world to the new world.”   “13 Who delivered us  
out of the power of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the son of his love,” Col. 1:13.  “4 We 
were buried therefore with him through baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life,” Rom. 6:4.  To use another ex-
pression by the apostle Paul, there is a “putting to death,” and a “put on therefore,” Col. 3:5,12.  This 
is all to show we have changed from death to life! 
 
In the change, one is baptized and in that baptism there is a re-enacting of the crucifixion of Christ.  
We are buried, with him, in baptism and raised with him, from baptism, to walk in newness of life.  This 
is all because one chose to be baptized, as the Lord commanded, Mk 16:16.   
 
It is necessary for one to be baptized; this is called obedience – “doing” the will of the Father.  “17 But 
thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient from the heart to that form 
of teaching where unto you were delivered;  18 and being made free from sin, ye became servants of 
righteousness,” Rom. 6:17-18.   In Rom. 1:5, this is called, “obedience of faith.”  Also, in Rom. 16:26 it 
is “obedience of faith,” – there is something one must “do” in becoming a child of God!    Caa ….. 
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