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OBEY THE GOSPEL BY ACCIDENT! 
(Acts 2:37) 

 
 

When I consider all the “cases of conversion,” in the New Testament, I am impressed with the fact of 
each case knowing what they were doing.  Each time they obeyed the gospel it was because they had been 
taught the truth and wanted to obey the truth.   Jno. 6:44-45: “44 No man can come to me, except the 
Father that sent me draw him: and I will raise him up in the last day.  45 It is written in the prophets, And 
they shall all be taught of God.  Everyone that hath heard from the Father, and hath learned, cometh unto 
me.”  Look at the words “heard,” “learned,” and “cometh unto me.”  This states one has absorbed 
knowledge of God’s word – that he may know what he needs to do to become a  Christian. 
 
When one learns he is in a lost condition, he must be willing to make the necessary changes to be in 
compliance with the instructions of God.  I remember a group of twelve (12) men who learned they were 
wrong and made it right, “2 And he said unto them, Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye believed?  And 
they said unto him, Nay, we did not so much as hear whether the Holy Spirit was given.  3 And he said, 
Into what then were ye baptized?  And they said, into John’s baptism.  4 And Paul said, John baptized with 
the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people that they should believe on him that should come after, 
that is on Jesus.  5 And when they heard this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And 
when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spake with tongues, and 
prophesied.  7 And they were in all about twelve men.”  Here was a group of men when they learned the 
truth, immediately they obeyed the Lord.  At one time they were right; but, when he Lord and his baptism 
was made law; now, they needed to obey the gospel and rightly did so! 
 
When the people of Samaria heard the word of the Lord, “12 But when they believed Philip preaching good 
tidings concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized both men and 
women,” Acts 8:12.  If you have studied this context In Acts 8 you are mindful of another person who learned 
the truth and obeyed the gospel.  It is said concerning Simon, “9 ….. Who beforetime in the city used 
sorcery, and amazed the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one:  10 to whom they 
gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is that power of God which is called great,” Acts 
8:9-10.  Soon thereafter, it is said concerning Simon, “13 And Simon also himself believed; and being 
baptized, he continued with Philip; and beholding signs and great miracles wrought he was amazed,” Acts 
8:13.  The reason he was amazed was, he was looking at real miracles and he realized that before he was 
fake; but, you see he was honest enough to admit that what he was doing was wrong.  Immediately he 
clung to the truth, he obeyed the gospel.  
 
There have been those who found themselves associated with different denominations, they then learned 
the truth and came out having obeyed the Gospel.  Because they learned the truth and obeyed the truth 
they then became Christians.  The people on the day of Pentecost came out of the Jewish religion and 
obeyed the gospel.  The Thessalonians came out of idolatry and the same with the Corinthians.  When a 
person obeys the gospel, everyone comes out of something – even if it is the world.  When they were taught 
the truth they came out of what they were, and became just a Christian. 
 
There is no such thing as a person accidently obeying the gospel!  When one learns the truth, it is expected 
of him to forsake the past and look to the future; by, obeying the gospel.  I believe that is what Saul did, “7 
Howbeit what things were gain to me, these have I counted loss for Christ,” Phil. 3:7.   

Caa ….. 
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