
2     1-9-2020 
 

“OBEYING THE GOSPEL” 

(II Thess. 1:8) 
 

There are many examples, in the book of Acts, that teach people obeyed the gospel when it was preached;  
Acts 2, 3,000 obeyed the gospel, v. 41;  Acts 8, the Samaritans believed what was preached and were 
baptized, v. 12;  Acts 8, Simon also, believed what was preached and was baptized, v. 13;  Acts 8, some 
women of Samaria were baptized, Acts 8:12;. Acts 8, records the preaching of Philip to one designated as 
The Ethiopian Eunuch heard Philip’s preaching and obeyed also, v. 39;  Acts 9, records the conversion 
of Saul and that he also responded to the preaching of the word by Ananias, v. 18;  Acts 10 & 11, sets 
forth the conversion of the first gentile convert, Cornelius his kinsmen and his near friends, v. 24, these 
all obeyed he gospel, what was preached to them;  Acts 13,  states there was one designated as a Sergius 
Paulus who listened to the word and believed, v. 12;  Acts 16 provides us with the conversion of a 
Philippian Jailor, this man heard the word and responded with obedience to the word, v. 33;  Acts 16, a 
lady by the name of Lydia, was taught and she obeyed the gospel, vs. 14-15; Acts 17 records some 
Thessalonians accepting the gospel of Christ, v. 4, and among them was certain chief women, not a few;  
Acts 18, records some Corinthians obeying the gospel, v. 8. All of this was after they had heard the 
preaching of Paul;  Acts 19 shares with us the conversion of those who had been baptized with the baptism 
of John – “5 And when they heard this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus,” v. 5.  Is this 
enough to illustrate the fact of one obeying the gospel?  The gospel was preached and those who heard 
and those who heard responded by obeying the peached word;  thus, “8 obeying the gospel,” II Thess. 1:8.   
 
We have established the fact of the gospel being preached, people hearing it and obey the teaching of the 
Gospel.  It is stated what God will do toward those who obey not the gospel: “8 rendering vengeance to 
them that know not God, and to them who obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus,” II Thess. 1:8.  In this 
passage we have those who have heard the gospel and simply refuse to obey the same.  God’s vengeance 
will be made know to them. 
 
Have you taken the time to observe the consequence of those who DID OBEY THE GOSPEL?  Consider 
the following material: Acts 2:47, the 3,000 were added to the church;  The 3,000 had the remission of 
their sins, v. 38;  Acts 9, when the Eunuch obey the gospel, “39 he went on his way rejoicing,” v. 39;  Acts 
22:16, when Saul obeyed the gospel he had his sins “16 washed away,” v. 16;   Acts 11, Barnabas came 
to Antioch and preached among the gentiles and, “24 and much people was added unto the Lord,” v. 24.  
This was all through the preaching of the gospel and obeying the gospel!  This is what we need more of 
today, the preaching of the gospel and the obeying of the gospel! 
 
When we have a gospel meeting, consideration should be given to the preaching of the first principles of 
the gospel of Christ.  At this time emphasis should be placed upon inviting those who have not obeyed the 
gospel, to be present.  A special night announced and worked toward, would not be amiss.  You can be 
assured it would not be in vain.  The Lord said, “11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth, 
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 

whereto I sent it,”  Isa. 55:11.  So, the WORD OF GOD is sent forth and one can be assured it shall 

accomplish that for which it was intended.   
 
One needs to remember we are free moral agents and thus can refuse that which has been sent.  Woe, 
unto he person who refuses to “obey the gospel!” II Thess. 1:8.    Caa ….. 
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