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OLD CLOTH - NEW CLOTH 

(Matt. 9:14-17) 
 

“14 Then come to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy dis-
ciples fast not?  15 And Jesus said unto them, Can the sons of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the 
bridegroom is with them?  But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, 
and then will they fast,” Matt. 9:14-15.  Notice there is a distinction made between what the disciples of  
John and the Pharisees were practicing and what Jesus and his disciples were practicing.  The first group 
were following the law of Moses and was asking why Jesus and his disciples did something different?  
The Lords answer was: “Can the sons of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with 
them?”  The discussion is between John’s disciples, the Pharisees and the Lord and his disciples.  The 
difference discussed is what is practiced by the Pharisees and the Lord.  According to them, the Law 
was the subject of discussion.  
 
The next thought introduced is a continuation of the thought being discussed:  “16 And no man putteth a 
piece of undressed cloth upon an, old garment; for that which should fill it up taketh from the garment, 
and a worse rent is made.  17  Neither do men put new wine into old wine-skins: else the skins burst, and 
the wine is spilled and the skins perish: but they put new wine into fresh wine-skins, and both are 
preserved,”  Matt. 9:16-17.   The continuation of this subject has the Old Wine Skins illustrating what 
John’s disciples and the Pharisees believed and the bridegroom and his disciples. Jesus, and his 
disciples, representing what Jesus and his disciples were practicing.  According to this parable (Lk. 5:36) 
the Old wine would be representing the Old Law and the New wine would be representing the new 
teaching of Jesus.  Again, this is a discussion between what the Pharisees were practicing and what 
Jesus and his disciples were practicing!   
 
The first part of Lk. 5:33-38, is the same as Matt. 9:14-17.  The interpretation you give to Matt. 9:14-17 

will have to be the same that you give to Lk. 5:33-38.  But there is something added in Lk. 5:39 that has 

caused concern for many reading this text: “39 And no man having drunk old wine desireth new; for he 

saith, The old is good.”  Some have concluded,  that Jesus was the one talking in v. 39! 

So, according to them, Jesus said the Old wine is better than the new wine?  Look closely at the text and 

I feel you will not agree with that thought being expressed by the man drinking old wine.  “And no man 

having drunk old wine desireth the new!”  The one who is drinking is referred to as a “he.”  The text 

says,”for he saith the old is better.”  The one drinking Is the “he” that said, “the old is better.”  The “he” is 

not the Lord! 

The old drink is to be desired; thus, it is proper to drink fermented wine.  If I follow this through, I then 
would draw the conclusion that the practice of the Old Testament is more to be desired than the teaching 
of the Lord!  In the context the contrast is between those who are keeping the old law (old garment and 
old wine) they are not willing to give up the old that they may practice the new (Jesus’ teaching), the 
subject is that of a contrast of the teaching of Moses to the teaching of Jesus.  When one takes the 
position that the Old is better than the new, he is saying the Old Law is better than the new teachings 
presented by the Lord! 
 
There were those Jews, keeping the Law, who thought what they had was better than what the Lord was 
offering; thus, “the old is better.”   Farther proof of this is establish in John 1:11: “11 He came unto his 
own, and they that were his own received him not.”  According to them, “the old is better!”   It is as if they 
are saying, “We like what we have and we are continuing with the Law.”   Caa …..  
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