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ORIGIN – BAPTIST 

 
Since I was in the fifth (5th) grade, in Gladewater, Texas, I have been interested in talking with others 
about the Bible.  At that time, I knew very little about the Bible; but, was interested in talking about it.  
Most of the ones talked to were BAPTIST.  I began to get an ear full of what the Baptist believed.  One of 
the things believed by most of them was – the Baptist Church was started by John the Baptizer! 
 
Little did I realize that, what I believed about the establishment of the church, was an issue between the 
Baptist Church and the Church of Christ.  A young lad like myself could easy see there was a difference 
in thinking John the baptizer started the church and not Jesus Christ – I was firmly entrenched with the 
idea of the Lord being the builder of the church and that he referred to it as “MY CHURCH.”  It was not 
difficult for me to see there was a difference in believing “’Jesus built his church.”  This being so, John 
could not be the builder of the church – Matt. 16:18 says the “Upon this rock I will build my church!” 
 
Years came and went, and on one occasion I had a Baptist tell me: “We are first cousins!”  His idea 
was: John started the Baptist church and Jesus started the Church of Christ; and so, we are “first 
cousins!” – John and Jesus were related.  In his conclusions he is admitting the Church of Christ has 
Jesus as its builder.  Jesus did build the church that belongs to him: “18 ….. and upon this rock I will build 
my church.”  Now, according the Baptist’s admission, I am with the Lord (my savior) and they are with 
John the baptizer, just a human being! 
 
The Baptist have tried to do with John the baptizer as the Catholic Church has tried to do with the apostle 
Peter – trace a lineage all the way back to John the baptizer; or, back to Peter.  I have books in my office, 
printed by the Baptist people, who make a dedicated effort to construct a line from the Baptist church all 
the way back to the baptizer – it cannot be done!  The Catholic Church has not been successful in their 
efforts with Peter and equally as well, the Baptist Church has not been successful with John the baptizer.  
The efforts of the Baptist Church and the Catholic Church have been mutually unsuccessful.  All of this is 
a fruitless effort, on the part of both groups.  
 
In Matt. 16:18, Jesus said “I will build my church.”  We read of John being beheaded in Matt. 14; so, six-
months later Jesus said he would: “build my church;” so, the church was not in existence when Jesus ut-
tered the words of “building his church.”  The truth of the matter is, John never had in mind building a 
church.  One does not read anywhere in the pages of John’s work that he said; or, implied he would build 
a “Baptist Church.”  This is the imagination of those who have been associated with the Baptist Church, 
it is not truth taught in the Word of God.   
 
It is strange to me that anyone would even want to connect the building of a church with John the 
baptizer! I am convinced the leaders of the Baptist people know it cannot be done; but, are anxious for 
their people that they be connected with the New Testament and are trying to give credibility to those who 
are a part of the group known as the Baptist.  Again, that creditability cannot be established. 
 
It would appear to me, that it would be easier to just accept the fact of the Lord establishing his church 
and leaving it at that time and place.  But oh, the ways of men – it seems there are those who will never 
be satisfied with what the Bible teaches and will make every effort on the face of the earth to establish 
something different from what is revealed in the inspired book, the Bible!  These folks have laughed at the 
teaching of God’s Word and the Word says there will come a time when God shall laugh at them, in their 
efforts to not believe what God has written! (Prov. 1:26).     Caa …..  
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