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“PECULIAR PEOPLE” 
(I Pet. 2:9) 

 
“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light,” I Pet. 2:9 (KJV.)  This 
is a quote from the King James Version of the Bible.  The American Standard Version has “a people for 
God’s own possession,” in the place of “peculiar people.”   
 
This is a people brought about by being born again, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God,” Jno. 3:5 (ASV).  A parallel passage to Jno. 
3:5 is I Cor. 12:13, “For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one body.”  In these two passages we have 
water, which would be referring to the same thing; Spirit, which would be referring to the same thing; and 
last we have “body,” & “kingdom,” which are referring to the same thing.   
 
The “water” can only have reference to “water baptism” – there is nothing other than this that “water” is 
associated with!  The word “Spirit” has reference to the leading and direction the Holy Spirit has given us 
in the New Testament; hence, we learn from guidance of the Holy Spirit that we need to be “baptized in 
water: Acts 8:36, “And the eunuch saith, Behold, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?”  When 
one is baptized, he is “Baptized into Christ,” Rom. 6:3; those who were baptized were baptized into the 
kingdom, Jno. 3:5 and these same ones were baptized “into” the body or the church, I Cor. 12:13, Acts 
2:47.  To make a literal statement concerning this is to say: “By the Holy Spirit one is taught to be 
baptized in water and as a result he is “in Christ,” “in the Kingdom,” or the Lord added one to his 
church, Acts 2:47! (KJV) 
 
Those who believe “Baptism has nothing to do with a person’s salvation,” never get to the point of salvation 
themselves; for, Baptism puts one “into Christ,” Rom. 6:3.  It is also stated that in baptism there is “a 
washing away of one’s sins, “Washing away of sins,” Acts 22:16.  The New Testament also teaches one 
is saved by baptism, I Pet. 3:21, “Which also after a true likeness doth now save you, even baptism.”  So, 
the person who says, “Baptism has nothing to do with our salvation,” is opposed to New Testament 
teaching.  Jesus himself said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” Mk. 16:16.  This is what 
makes a person – “A peculiar person!” – selected of God.   
 
In our text there is an answer to the question: “Why would God want it thus?”  “That ye may show forth the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light,”  I Pet. 2:9.  The “peculiar 
people,” who belong to God are ever ready to magnify the “love,” “mercy,” and “kindness” God manifest 
to his people.  This people is referred to as a “peculiar people.” 
 
This people: “Who in time past were no people, but now are the people of God: who had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained mercy,” I Pet. 2:10.  This is not the work of man; but rather, the work of God.  
This is the Church the Lord built, Matt. 16:18.  The church is his people!                                Caa ….. 
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