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“PROGRESSION OF SIN” 
(Rom. 3:23) 

 
“23 For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God,” Rom. 3:23.  The New Testament speaks of some 
who sinned in “ignorance:’ Acts 3:17.  Even though they did it in “ignorance,” there was sin charged to their 
lives.  Paul said he did things “ignorantly and in unbelief,” I Tim. 1:13; yet he was the “chief of sinners,” I 
Tim. 1:15. Just because one does not know what he is doing is a violation of the Law of Christ, does not 
make him not guilty of sin.  Jesus came into this world to save sinners – the whole world, I Jno. 2:2.  This 
is Paul’s point in the book of Romans. “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek,” Rom. 1:16.  To those who did 
not “obey the gospel of our Lord,” II Thess. 1:8, they did not have “the remission of ones sins,” Acts 
2:38. 
 
The relationship to sin, after we have obeyed the gospel is, “12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey the lusts thereof,” Rom. 6:23.  Should there be those among us who broadcast 
that they do not sin, they need to remember I Jno. 1:10, “If we say that we have not sinned, we make him 
a liar, and his word is not in us.”  God has provided a way of escape for every temptation that comes our 
way: “13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as man can bear: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation make also the way of escape, 
that ye may be able to endure it,” I Cor. 10:13.  When temptation comes our way, God has provided a way 
of escape – we need to look for that way of escape! 
 
A progression is found in Jas. 1 and many who are Christians follow this progression and become involved 
in sin: “14 Each man is tempted, when he is drawn away by his own lust, and enticed.  15 Then the lust, 
when it hath conceived, beareth sin: and the sin, when it is fullgrown, bringeth forth death,” Jas. 1:14-15.  
Those who are Christians need to realize, we are “free-moral agents” and can choose to be involved, or 
we can stop and back up – be not a part of the progression.  It all depends on what we want to do.  Be 
assured, when we do get involved, it leads to sin if it is not checked.   
 
We need to protect our hearts.  “18 But the things which proceed out of the mouth come forth out of he 
heart; and they defile the man. 19 For out of the heart come forth evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, railings:  20 these are the things which defile the man,”  Matt. 15:18-20. 
Job made an interesting statement in Job 31:1, “1 I made a covenant with mine eyes; How then should I 
look upon a virgin?”  With this thought in mind consider Matt. 5:27-28, “27 Ye have heard that it was said, 
Thou shalt not commit adultery:  28 but I say unto you, that everyone that looketh on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.”  Back to Jas. 1:14-15 – do not let it mature and 
lead to sin.  There are those who, “14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin,” II Pet. 
2:14 – that is in that condition; but, a man can change and so with the other sins mentioned in this text.  
 
It is obvious that a child of God has a task that must be addressed. That task is to protect his heart.  When 
we become mindful of those things in our lives that are leading in the wrong direction, we must stop and do 
some trimming, cutting loose all those things that lead to sin.  Possibly there needs to be consideration 
given to Phil. 4:8-9, “8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things re pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are 
of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.  9 The things which 
ye both learned and received and heard and saw in me, these things do: and the God of peace shall be 
with you.”                         Caa ….. 
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