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“PEOPLE IN HEAVEN NOW?” 
 

I began “full-time” preaching in the summer of 1956.  Through the years I have heard often, when some-
one died, “they are in heaven!”  From the first time I heard this, and through the years have drawn a 
conclusion, about where people go when they die.  Are there righteous people in heaven now?   
 
We read of God being in heaven, “9 Our Father who art in heaven,” Matt. 6:9.  I remember reading about 
Jesus being at the right hand of God, “33 Being therefore by the right hand of God exalted,” Acts 2:33;  “55 
But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God,” Acts 7:55. So, one can conclude God is in heaven; Jesus is in heaven 
and from the statement in Rev. 4:5, “5 …… And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, 
which are the seven Spirits of God.”  Most commentators acknowledge the “seven sprits” to be the Holy 
Spirit – I believe that to be the meaning here.  This puts the Holy Spirit in the presence of God also; thus, 
in heaven! 
 
Through the Old Testament, I do not read of those who have died as going straight to heaven.  I read of 
the rich man and Lazarus, Lk. 16, this is a part of the Old Testament.  When Jesus died, he went to Hades, 
Acts 2:27, and I consider this to be the same place as “Paradise,” where the thief was to be with Jesus, Lk. 
23:43.  So, when one dies he goes to Hades and awaits the great Day of Judgment.  Jesus is the only one 
that has escaped this state and otherwise folks will not be liberated till death and hades ceases to exist, 
Rev. 20:14.  This is at the resurrection of the dead, Rev. 21:12-13: “12 And I saw the dead, the great and 
the small, standing before the throne; and books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life: and the dead were judged out of the things which were written in the books, according to their 
works.  13 And the sea gave up the dead that were in it; and death and Hades gave up the dead that were 
in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.”  When death and Hades are no more, 
then will there be a place for the righteous and the wicked to go – heaven and hell, respectively.   
 
When one establishes the end of hades, and the beginning of Heaven and Hell, at this point there is the 
resurrection of the dead.  “28 Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in which all that are in the tombs shall 
hear his voice,  29 and shall come forth ;they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment,” Jno. 5:28-29.  Note: the good and the bad are raised 
at the same time.  At this time, “13 ….. and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them: and 
they were judged every man according to their works.  14 And death and Hades were cast into the lake of 
fire.  This is the second death, even the lake of fire.  15 And if any was not found written in the book of life, 
he was cast into the lake of fire,” Rev. 19:13-15.  This is the end of the abiding place called “Hades,” and 
the beginning of our abiding in Heaven or Hell, Matt. 25:46.   
 
When this happens (resurrection of the dead) we will be “changed,”  I Cor. 15:51-57.  Now, we are fit 
subjects for a new life in heaven, with an “eternal body!”  At that time, my friend, heaven will be opened 
for the righteous dead.                                                                                        Caa ….. 
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