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PERFECT 

Often, when bible students see the word “perfect” they think, flawless, faultless; and thus, draw the 
conclusion that we are to be “perfect” – without sin.  This idea is taken from a passage in Matt. 5:48, “Ye 
therefore shall be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”   Students look at this passage and 
conclude, as God is, so should we be! 
 
Biblical interpretation demands we take a look at this passage, text; but. we must take a look at the 
context and then pass to the extended text.  These three subjects must be taken into consideration. 
 
When we get to the idea of the extended text, we are confronted with a passage in I Jno. 1:8, “8 If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  From this passage, and verse 
10, we learn that we sin and if we take the position we have not sinned then we make God a liar!  “10 If 
we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us,” I Jno. 1:10.  Now, we 
have created an impossibility in our interpretation of the Word of God.  How can we say in Matt. 5:48 we 
are to be sinless and in I Jno. 1:8, 10 says we have sinned? – this produces a discord in our 
interpretation of God’s Word.  Such cannot be true! 
 
Could it be we have missed the definition of the word “perfect” in Matt. 5:48?  This word is stating, 
“God is consistent, regular, or harmonious,” (Barnes Notes, Matt. 5:48); so, Heb. 13:8, “8 Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today, yea and forever.”  The Child of God is to be consistent, regular and 
harmonious as God.  It is said of Job, he was a “perfect” man, Job. 1:1; yet, there were flaws in his life, 
admitted by him, Job. 9:20; 42.6.  Yet, here is a man who was “regular” in his life, he was “consistent” 
in his devotion to God, and he was “harmonious” in all his dealings with God and man.   Job was not a 
“perfect” (sinless) man; yet, over all he continued to be faithful to God and his fellowmen.   
 
It is noted in Jas. 4:7, “7 ….. but resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  This is the secret to fighting 
the devil -  “resist him!”  You see: “8 Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:  9 whom withstand stedfast in your faith, knowing that the 
same sufferings are accomplished in your brethren who are in the world,” I Pet 5:8-9, (American Standard 
Version, 1900 A.D).  Continue to think in this manner.  There is a statement made in I Cor. 10 which is 
worthy of our consideration:  “13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as man can bear: but God 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation make 
also the way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it,” I C or.10:13.  Could it be that there is an 
explanation of this thought in I Cor.15:58?  “58 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in 
the Lord.”  So, as God is consistent, regular, harmonious; so should we be in our efforts toward God 
and man.   
 
We should make it our goal to be consistent, every day.  We should be regular in our obedience to the  
will of God and harmonious toward God and our fellowman.  From day to day we are to be “steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.”   This should be our character as we live on 
the face of the earth.   Now, is this what the Lord, Paul, and James has in mind?  
 
God does not demand the impossible of our lives; but rather, states: “28 Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light,”  
           Caa ….. 
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