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                                “PERFECT” 
 
“48 Ye therefore shall be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect,” Matt. 5:48.  There have been those 
who read this passage and conclude, “God wants us to be as perfect as he is and thus a contradiction with 
what is said elsewhere in the New Testament?”  May I make a statement about God and his character, as 
is presented in the Bible?  There is no sin in God, Heb. 6:18; yet, the Bible teaches there is sin in man, I 
Jno. 1:10, “10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”   If this 
passage is teaching we are to be totally without sin, we have a contradiction and such cannot be according 
to the word of God.” 
 
Possibly the idea of the word “perfect” is that of being “FULLGROWN,” or being “mature!”  There are 
many passages in the New Testament that teach we are to become “full grown,” in the Lord.   In Eph. 
4:13-15, “13 Till we all attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
fullgrown man, into the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:  14 that we may be no longer 
children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrines by the sleight of men, in  craftiness, 
after the wiles of error.”  Paul is speaking of some who have not grown up in the Lord and are still children!  
These have not grown, as a Christian, they are still babes! 
 
Paul spoke of some at Corinth that were still drinking milk, instead of eating meat, they had not grown, and 
thus, have not matured.  “1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, 
as unto babes in Christ.  2 I fed you with milk, not with meat; for ye were not yet able to bear it: nay, not 
even now are ye able;  3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you jealousy and strife, are ye 
not carnal, and do ye not walk after the manner of men?” I Cor. 3:1-4.  So, you can see these folks had not 
grown. They were still sucking the bottle, and not eating meat.  They had continued to be babes in Christ 
and had not matured to being full grown men in the Lord.  
 
Saul, in another place, spoke of those who had not matured.  “11 Of whom we have many things to say, 
and hard of interpretation, seeing ye are become dull of hearing.  12 For when by reason of time ye ought 
to be teachers, ye have need again that some one teach you the rudiments of the first principles of the 
oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of solid food.  For every one that 
partaketh of milk is without experience of the word of righteousness; for he is a babe.  14 But solid food is 
for fullgown men, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern good and evil,” 
Heb. 5:11-14.   
 
One can see, there is a need for Christians to grow and not to remain babes in Christ!  “2 As newborn 
babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye ay grow thereby unto salvation,” I Pet. 2:2.  
When I first started preaching, I heard an older preacher make a statement: “Many of my brethren do not 
know whether Jesus was shot or crucified!  Sometimes, I feel he had it pretty close to being the truth.  
Brethren, get the book down and become knowledgeable concerning its contents.                Caa …..  
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