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“PREACHER’S WAGES – II” 
 
“I robbed other churches, taking wages of them that I might minister unto you,” II Cor. 11:8.  This passage 
authorizes “preacher’s wages.”  Wages are paid because of work and labor; thus, the working and laboring 
in the Gospel of Christ.  A preacher of the Gospel of Christ has a right to receive wages and the following 
material gives testimony to that fact.   
 
Paul said in I Cor. 9:1-2, “1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?  2 If to 
others I am not an apostle, yet at least I am to you; for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord.”  In 
II Cor. 12:11,  “11 ….. for in nothing was I behind the very chiefest apostles.”  The idea was that he was an 
apostle; thus, had a right for “wages!”  In II Cor. 12:12 we find, “12 Truly the signs of an apostle were 
wrought among you in all patience, by signs and wonders and mighty works.”   Paul’s idea is: I have worked 
and labored as a “preacher of the gospel,” so, I deserve to receive wages! 
 
Paul’s defence (this is the way the word defense is spelled in my text) was:  1. “What soldier ever serveth 
at his own charges?” I Cor. 9:7;   2. “Who planteth a vine yard and eateth not the fruit thereof?” I Cor. 9:7;  
3. “Who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?” I Cor. 9:7;  4. Paul appeals to the Law of 
Moses, “9  For it is written in the Law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the 
corn.  Is it for the oxen that God careth,  10 or saith he it is assuredly for our sake?  Yea it is for our sake it 
is written.” I Cor. 9:9-10;  5. “He that ploweth ought to plow in hope, and he that thresheth, to thresh in hope 
of partaking,” I Cor. 9:10.   
 
There are some general principles laid down that are very thoughtful: 1. “If we sowed unto you spiritual 
things, is it a great matter if we shall reap carnal things?” I Cor. 9:11;  2. Paul uses an example of what 
others had done: “12 If others partake of this right over you, do not we yet more?” I Cor. 9:12.  3. Note 
further examples, “13 Know ye not that they that minister about scared things eat of things of the temple, 
and they that wait upon the altar have their portion with the altar?  14 Even so did the Lord ordain that they 
that proclaim the gospel should live of the gospel,” I Cor. 9:13-14.  This all is to affirm a preacher of the 
gospel has a right to receive WAGES.   
 
There was a time when Paul received wages from different congregations, “I robed other churches, taking 
wages of them that I might minister unto you,” II Cor. 11:8.  There was a time when he received WAGES 
from one congregation: “15 And ye yourselves also know, ye Philippians, that in the beginning of the 
gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church had fellowship with me in the matter of giving and 
receiving but ye only;  16 for even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again to my need,” Phil. 4:15-16.  Then 
there were times when he received help from individuals, “6 But let him that is taught in the word 
communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things,” Gal. 6:6.  The word “communicate,” in this 
passage, has to do with giving, wages, salary.  So, a preacher of the Gospel can receive “wages” from 
congregations, from one congregation, or from individuals that might want to help out with his support. 
 
May I insist again that the “gospel preacher,” is worthy of “wages,”  “salary,” and “support.”  There is no 
authority for “wages,” “salary,” or “support” to a false teacher, a false prophet; to do so, is condemned in II 
Jno. 9-11.  Notice, “10 If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your 
house, and give him no greetings:  11 for he that giveth him greetings partaketh in his evil works,” II Jno. 
10-11.  Brethren, we do need to be careful whom we extend support too.    Caa ….. 
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